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TAY HE chief Part of the — Ac2 
count relating to the internal Uſe of 

| the Plant Nzght/hade, was lately read 
at a Meeting of the Royal Society; and, from 
the favourable Reception which it then met 
with, I flatter'd myſelf it might deſerve ſome 


Notice in the next Publication of their Works. 


Finding however that an Opportunity of this 
kind will not occur in a conſiderable Time, and 
receiving daily Enquiries concerning the Man- 
ner of adminiſtring the Medicine, and the 
Operations which uſually reſult from it, I am 
induced to give the Account in this Manner to 
the Public. Thus I ſhall hope at once to anſwer 
the Enquiries abovementioned, and at the fame 
time more effectually promote my original De- 
ſign of communicating theſe Particulars. This, 
I preſume, might ſerve as a ſufficient Reaſon 
for the preſent Publication: But I muſt beg 
leave to mention a Circumſtance or two in 
regard to my * Conduct in this Affair; 
; : 2 as 


EXP 


as it will at; 1 b appear 88 be 
a Man ſhould wi to avoid Cenſure, where 
he renounces all Pretenſions to private Intereſt 
and Advantage. 

As ſoon as Thad diſcovered the common Ope- 
rations of this Medicine, and found that, under 


certain Regulations, it might be given with perfect 
Safety, and, as I imagined, with great Benefit 
to Mankind, I immediately made them known 


to my Acquaintance ; but as the Extent of ſuch 
a'Communidation could not ſufficiently diffuſe 
the Knowledge of theſe Particulars, 4 was de- 


fixed and readily prevailed upon to give an Ace. 
count of them to the Royal Society, as has 


been cuſtomary on like Occaſions. 


In this Account my Deſign was to ſhow; that | 


the Medicine 1 might be uſed with great Safety, 
and probably wi great Adyantage—to point 
out the Method of adminiſtring it, and to 46 
ſcribe the Operations 1 it uſually had up- 
on the human Body. By this means I imagin- 


ed that I ſhould Et the judicious Practi- 


tioner with a very valuable Acquiſition, and, by. 
the Directions which I gave for its Uſe, ſhould. 
not only facilitate his Experiments, and enable. 


him to. uſe the Medicine with Propriety, but 


a; ap ſame time ſhould 2 in ſome 4 


W 


8 skill and 7 nach 


As to all the Uſes 425 a Medicine of ſuch 5 


Powers might be applied to, I did not pretend 
to determine Na. I. rather thought that bot 
s IF; unite 


1 
anited Experience of others would be the moſt 
ready and the moſt candid Method of purſuing 
ſuch a Deſign; and I choſe neither to confine 
the Virtues = the Medicine to my own Ad- 
vantage, or Opportunities of Practice, not to 


rely upon my own Knowledge or Judgment to 
aſcertain them. 

For theſe Reaſons I was little ſollicitous 
about embelliſhing my Account with Hiſtories 
of particular Caſes. I mentioned indeed two 
of a cancerous Nature, for Reaſons which are 
explained in the Account, and I have now 
added ſome others, as well to ſerve as a Spe- 
cimen of the falutary Effects which may be 
expected from the Medicine, as to illuſtrate 
and confirm what I have advanced of i its com- 
mon Methods of operating. ; 

The Caſes which are now added are not 
ſelected from many others as particular 
Caſes, but are deſigned as an unreſerved Ac- 
count of the State of thoſe Patients who are 
now under my Inſpection in the Hoſpital, 
and are either taking the Medicine, 'or, after 
having taken it with Succeſs, are ready to be 
diſcharged from thence.” The Event of ſome 
of theſe muſt at preſent be neceſſarily in 
doubt; “ but if, as will appear by the firſt of 
them, the Medicine is capable of reſtoring Uſe 
to the Limbs of a Perſon who had been Bed- 
rid ſeveral Months—if it is capable of remov- 
ing the Anguiſh of conftant and violent Pains, 
which nothing elſe had relieved, and of giving 


bs 10 . Edition a farther Account is given of theſe Caſes. 7 
Reſt, 
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Reſt, Strengch and Appetite to one who had 


long been a Stranger to all theſe Enjoyments, 
it muſt be ſome Satisfaction, and, I preſume, 
of ſome Uſe to know what were the Means 
that accompliſh'd theſe defirable Ends. Nor 
can it, I think, be reaſonably objected to the 
receiving this Information, that the Sote 

the Leg, which is one of the Grievances this 
poor Creature labour'd under, (ſee p. 15.) is 
not yet quite hegled. 

I muſt beg leave to add, that tho I doubt 
not great Services will accrue from the inter- 
nal Uſe of the Nighiſbade, yet, like other Medi- 
cines of much Efficacy, it will be productive of 
ſome Inconveniencies, and liable to many Diſ- 
advantages. It will probably be employed too 
promiſcuouſly, either where there is no Indi- 
cation to direct its Uſe, or where it is abſolute- 
ly improper. It will ſometimes diſagree where 
the Uſe of it ſeems reaſonable, and in other 
Inſtances it will prove ineffectual, not merely 
as it fails to cure, but even in its common — 
rations; Circumſtances to which all Medicines 


are liable from the Peculiarity of different Con- 
ſtitutions, or even from a temporary Difference 
in the ſame Conſtitution. It muſt be expected 
that the Medicine will be given by ſome, not 


only in Caſes that are improper, but at unfit 
Times of the Diſeaſe, or in improper Doſes, 


where it might otherwiſe be ſerviceable; 
and that - it will ſometimes be mixed with 
Medicines which may interrupt its Operation, 
while in many Inſtances it may be rendeted 


. much 
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(7) 
much leſs effectual for Want of being aſſiſted 
by other Things. Theſe however are ſuch 
Diſadvantages as every Medicine of much Effi- 
cacy is ſubject to, and therefore I would 


imply no more by theſe Obſervations, than that 


the Infuſion of Nightſbade is. not to be giv- 
en indiſcriminately by every Perſon in every 
Diſeaſe, but requires Attention, Judgment, 
and Diſcretion in the Management of it. 

1 ſhall conclude this Introduction by 


hoping, that however I may err in my Judg- 


ment in this Affair, I ſhall be juſtified in my 
Intentions; and I muſt beg leave to ac- 
quaint thoſe who may try the Medicine with 
Care and Impartiality, that I ſhall eſteem it 
as a Favour to receive any uſeful Intelligence 
relating to it. e 


The following is the Account, with ſome Additi- 
ons, which was -read at the Royal Society, 
May 26, 1957. | 8 


Bout half a Year ago I read a Memoir, 
publiſhed in the Bibliotheque des beaux 
Arts & des Sciences, in which an Account is 
given of a Diſorder declared to have been can- 


cerous, and to have been cured by an Infufion 


of Deadly Njghtſhade. I determined to make 
ſome Experiments with this Plant; but as the 
Seaſon of the Year would not then permit me 
to procure any that was freſh, I was obliged to 
make uſe of ſome Nightſhade that had been 
gathered and was dry'd. Soon after 1 had be- 


68.) 

gun to give it, with great Care and Caution, to 
three or four Patients, it was diſcover d to be 
the Species af Nightſhade called Garilen 
Nightſhade, and not that which is diftinguiſh- 
ed by the Name of Deadly, and which is the 
Sort recommended in the Memoir abovemen- 
tion d. Finding however very remarkable Ef- 
fects from the former, and not being then 
able to procure any of the other Kind, I pur- 
ſued my Experiments with the Garden Night- 
ſhade. The Caſes in which I firſt try d the Ope- 
ration of this Plant, beſides the two cancerous 
Caſes hereafter to be related, were foul or pain- 
ful Ulcers, obſtinate Pains in particular Parts of 
the Body, ſcorbutic Eruptions, and other com- 
mon Diſorders : But as theſe were ſeldom at- 
tended with any very particular. Malipnity, 
when I fay, that upon taking the Infuſion the 
Ulcers. healed, the Pains ceaſed, and other 
Complaints were removed; I ought likewiſe 
to acknowledge, that the ſame Purpoſes might 
poſſibly have been anſwer' d by other Medi- 
cines, tho in ſeveral Inſtances this ſucceege 
where the common Means had failed. 
By theſe frequent Experiments Ibecame bet- 
ter acquainted with the common Operations of 
the Medicine, and with the proper Manner of 
giving it. I found from repeated Trials, made 
with great Caution and Safety to the Patient, 
that ſo ſmall a Quantity as one Grain-weight of 
the Leaf, infuſed in about an Ounce of boiling 
Water, and the Liquor afterwards ſtrained from 
the Leaf and taken at Bed- time, would ſome- 
208 | | time 
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times have a very cohſiderable Effect; but that, 
two or three Grains ſeldom failed either to vo- 
wit, ſweat, or purge the Patient moderately, or 
to increaſe the. antity of Urine. It ſometimes | 
occaſions a Headach, Giddineſs, and, probably. S 
in conſequence of theſe, a Dimneſs; Symptoms 
which are not conſtantly to be expected, and 
when they happen they generally ceaſe or abate 
after the firſt or-ſecond Doſe: A Drowſineſs or 
Diſpoſition to ſleep, particularly upon the firſt 
Uſe of the Nightſhade, is another Circumſtance 


wich not unuſuelly happens. In other reſpects, 


the moſt common Effects that have obſerv'd to 
enſue upon taking this Medicine were a Heat or 
Warmt dffuſeck in a few Hours over the Bo- | 
dy, a plentiful Sweat ſucceedin ng this Heat, and a 
gentle Purging the next Day: If a Sweat did not 
break out, an extraordinary Diſcharge of Urine 
was generaliy the Conſequence, and was ſome- 
times followed likewiſe by a Purging. One or 
more of the natural Evacuations were almoſt 
always increaſed. 

Theſe are the general Effects Proeedigg 
from the internal Uſe of the Nightſhade, an 
are ſuch as I am perſuaded will correſpond wich 
the Experiments made by others; as much at 


leaſt as can be expected from any Medicine of 


Efficacy given to Perſons of different Conſtitu- 
tions and under different Circumſtances and 


States of Health. 


As to all the Uſes which this Medicine may 


be applied to, Time and much Experience on . - 


7 can-alcertain them, 4 haye already try d i it 
B in 
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r 
in ſome Difbrders with Advantage, as I took 
notice before; but as a circumſtantial Ac- 


count of particular Caſes may be deſired, I 


will relate the Effects of the Infuſion in a few 
Inſtances. IG 
I ſhall begin with two Caſes of a cancerous 


Nature; not with a View to eſtabliſh an Opi- 


mon that this Medicine is a Specific for that 
Complaint, nor indeed would theſe Caſes ſuffi- 
ciently authoriſe ſuch an Opinion; but as they 
were the firſt in which Itry'd the Medicine, as 
they were likewiſe the only ones that, till lately, 
I took a regular Account of; and as the parti- 
cular Caſe which induced me to uſe the Medi- 
cine at all is ſaid to have been a Cancer, and 
radically cured by an Infuſion of the Deadly 
Nightſhade. 
One of theſe was in a Woman about 59 
Tears of Age, a Patient in the Veſtmin- 
er Hoſpital. She had a Sore under her 
Right-Eye, which began by a ſlight Accident 
upon the Part about a Year and half before ſhe 
came under my Care, The Sore, which was 
as broad as a Half-crown, conſiſted of ſeveral 
indigeſted, foul Ulcerations, intermix'd with 
callous Eminences, or hard Knots riſing in par- 
ticular Parts of it, and the Whole was encir- 
cled by an unequal jagged Edge. Below the 
Sore the Cheek was diſcolour'd by a deep red 


Appearance, and was ſwelled. She had ſuffer- 


ed conſiderable and frequent Pains in the Part 
many Months. The common Methods were 

try d for her Relief ineffectually. Amongſt 
55 SE other 
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other Things the Solution of Mercury, and 
other Mercurials were uſed ſo. as to produce a 
ſight Salvation. The Sore, however appeared 
in full as bad a State as has been juſt repreſent- 
ed, when I began to give her the Infuſion of 
Garden Nightſhade : In a Month after taking 


it the Pain intirely ceaſed, and in little more 


than another Month the Ulcerations were heal ! } 


ed, and the Calloſities ſubſided, leaving only 4 


flight Soreneſs or Tendemeſs of the Skin, with 
two or three ſcurfy Inequalities in the Upper- 
part of it. No Application was uſed to the 
Sore except common ſoftening Dreflings to 
keep it from the Air. 
0 As the Woman was quite free from Pain 
and ſaw very little Appearance on the Part 
more than was natural; and as ſhe was very 
defirous to go into the Country to her Family, 
I could not prevail on het to ſtay, unnecef- 
farily as ſhe thought, any longer, in order to 
confirm the Cure, and prevent a Return of the 
Symptoms. 

The Medicine, in this Inſtance, occaſioned 
At firſt a Sickneſs and Giddineſs, producing 4 
—_—_ Sweat in the Night, and a moderate 


Purging in the Morning, with ſome Increaſe 
of Urine. It continued to ſweat her confidet- | 


ably as long as ſhe took it, preſerving alſo in 
general a lax State of her Bowels, and acting 
fornetimes as a Diuretic. She never took more 
than an Infuſion of two Grains at a time. I have 
not yet had any Account * her Lince ſhe leſt 
the Hospital. 172 | 
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Patient who ſuffered under this 


ſore Months had gradually ſpread broader and 
corroded deeper. She began to take the Infuſion 


- of Garden Nightſhade, after a Doſe or twoof pur- 
ging Phyfic, and in leſs than three Months, uſing 


only common Applications to the Part, the Sore © 


without any remaining Hardneſſes at the Edges 
of it, and had the Appearance of healing in a 
Week or ten Days. The Hardneſſes about the 
Breaſt were likewiſe diminiſhed, In this Situa- 
tion, he was attack d with feveriſh Complaints, 
a ſight Difficulty of breathing, and an inflam- 
matory Swelling on her Left-hand. Upon theſe 
Accounts it was judg'd neceſſary to ſuſpend the 
Uſe of the Infuſion; and during this Interval 
the Surface of the Sore inlarg'd and grew foul 
again. Soon after, ſheloſt: her Appetite, and 
was affected with a general Weakneſs of Body, 


Was reduced to a 5 inconſiderable Size, 


ariſing probably in ſome degree from a long 


Confinement in the Hoſpital. All theſe Circum- 


| Rances, join d to hen Age, afforded no Encou- 
ragement to try the Medicine again, nor Hopes 


of Succeſs from any other Method r. 
1 She is ſince dead. 
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Wen this Woman began to take the 
Infuſion it made her giddy, and ſweat her 
very conſiderably. It continued to ſweat her 
moderately, but never affected her either by 
Urine or Stool, and ſome time before the left 
off taking the Infuſion, it produced no viſible 
Aceration d in any of he natural Evacuations, 
tho the Doſe was  iticreaſed to five Grains. I was 


afterwards concerned that I had not in- 


creaſed the Doſe ſtill more, as her Strength was 
not at that time impaired ;- but the Progreſs of 
the Cure was ſo remarkably favourable in the 
Method ſhe was then i in, and the Doſe being 
larger than I had ever given before, I omitted 
to do what might poſſibly have been of ſervice 
to her. 

As I neglected till lately to give a ſtrict At- 
tention to the Particulars of each Caſe where- 
in this Medicine has been uſed (except in the 
two preceding Inſtances) I cannot properly 
enter into a Detail of them : For this Reaſon, 
as Well as to avoid the Imputation of giving 
partial Accounts, T ſhall at preſent only men- 
tion ſuch others as are now in the Hoſpital, 
and were this Day (June 21) examined there. 

The firſt of the Patients is a Woman of 35 
Years of Age. She was admitted into the Hoſ- 


pital about ſeven Months ago. She had then 


a very great Inflammation and Swelling of her 
Foot, Leg, and Knee, attended with a Fever, 
beſides a very large 'Sore on the lower Part 
of. the Leg, which began two Vears before, 
and had gradually been growing worſe, The 
Sore had 4 the moll malignant Appearance, diſ- 


( 14 ) 


charged a great deal of a ſharp thin Humour, | 


and was extremely painful. The Swelling and 
Inflammation were conſiderably abated after 
ſhe had been in the Hoſpital ſome time, but 
the Sore continued. in a very bad State, having 
extended itſelf from the lower Part of the 
Calf to the Heel, and from one Ankle back- 
wards to the other. The Fever was ſome- 
times very intenſe, and violent Purgings with 
other Symptoms intervened, which reduced 


her Strength and left very little Hopes of 


| her Recovery. In this Situation ſhe was about 


a Month ago, moving been bed-rid five Months, 


unable to feed or help herſelf, and the laſt fix 
Weeks having never enjoyed one Hour's Sleep 
at a time, on account of violent Pains which ſhe 
felt in her Head and Limbs. Shecomplained alſo 
of a great Weight and Heavineſs in her Head, 
and at times was not ſenſible. The firſt Doſe ſhe 
took of the Infuſion of Garden Nightſhade af- 
fected her in a Manner, to uſe her own Words, 
as if ſhe had drank too much ſtrong Liquor, It 
then threw her into a plentiful Sweat, and 
purged her twice. The ſecond and third Doſes 
operated as the firſt, except that they occa- 
ſioned no Senſation of Giddinefs. After the 
third Doſe her Pains were much leſſened, 
and ſhe was able to walk with a very little Aſ- 
ſiſtance. In eight Days ſhe was perfectly free 
from Pain, could walk very well about the 
Ward, had an exceeding good Appetite, and 


her Strength was remarkably increaſed, as was 


ſoon evident; for on the twelfth Day after 
ſhe had made uſe of this Medicine, ſhe, with- 
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VA 
out my leave, and imprudently in regard to 
her Leg, walked near two Miles. The Sore 
however healed incredibly faſt, and as it is at 
preſent quite eaſy, and continues mending, it 
probably will not be long before it is wil. 
It is now a Month and ſome Days ſince 
ſhe began the Infuſion, and except the re- 
maining Sore ſhe has not had a Complaint 
be eighth Day after ſhe began the Medi- 
Ine. She has continued the Uſe of the Infu- 
ſion, though generallyat the Diſtance of a Night 
or two from each Doſe. It till ſweats her 
moderately, and ſometimes purges her gently. 
It has always increaſed the Quantity of her 
Water, but particularly fince the Sweats have 
decreaſed. Another Circumſtance has like- 
wiſe lately occurred in her favour which had 
not happened the five preceding Months. She 
began with a Grain of the Leaf, and never in- 
creaſed the Doſe to above a Grain and a half; 
the Infuſion ſtill preſerving in a great Degree 
its Powers, notwithſtanding the long Uſe of it, 
an Obſeryation which may frequently be made 
of this Medicine, though hardly of any other 4. 
The next Patient is a Man 68 Fears of 
Age. About five Months ago he received a 
F violent 
+ O#ober' 16. In the laſt Edition of this Pamphlet, I gave an 
Account that the Ulcer had gradually leſſened and was almoſt 
healed, tho' the large Extent and unfavourable Situation of the 
Sore had made it very difficult to procure Skin enough to cover 
it, I am now to obſerve, that when the Ulcer was juſt healed and 
a perfect Cure was expected, the Sore remained uncloſed. It iz 
2 likewiſe that it will always continue ſo; ſerving as an 


ue which Nature has formed on the part, and as a neceff: 
Drain for the Diſcharge of ſome conſtitutional Humour, whi 


has now affected her Leg near three Years. 


— 
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violent Bruiſe on his Loins and Hips, by falling 
from a Height as he was carrying a great, 
Weight, under which he was preſſed, while. 


his Body was bent double. In ſome time he 


recovered, from this Accident, except that it 
left a Weakneſs, and ſometimes a Stiffneſs 
about thoſe Parts. Being afterwards ſeized 
with violent Pains in his Back and Knees he 
was unable to ſtand upright, or to walk, 
but with difficulty; and not without the Affiſ- 
tance of a Stick ;\ Nor could he attempt to 
bend his Knees without occaſioning great 
Pain. He came out of the Country, and was 
admitted into the Hoſpital about ſeven Weeks 
ago, in the Condition juſt repreſented. After 
having been there a Fortnight without receiv- 
ing any Advantage, he took the Infuſion of 
GARDEN Nigbtſbade. The firſt Doſe, a Grain 
of the Leaf, had no Effect; but two Grains 
the next Night ſweat him plentifully, made 
him a little giddy, and purged him three or 
four times in the Morning. The third Doſe 
made him ſick, which was the only time it 
did ſo, and operated in other Reſpects as the 
preceding. He had little or no Complaint 
after the fifth Doſe, but nevertheleſs he re- 
peated the ſame twice or thrice at the Diſtance 
of two or three Days between each. Theſe 
acted like the others, and they all. occaſioned 
ſome increaſe of Water, He never took more 


than two Grains for a Doſe. He has left off 


the Infuſion above a Fortnight and continues 
well, except ſometimes the Weakneſs or flight. 


* 
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( 17) 
Stiffneſs of his Back; the Conſequences, 4s 
Was before obſerved, of his Bruiſe. 

'The third Patient is a middle-aged Man, wh 
was received into the Hoſpital about a Month 
ago, with a Swelling and ſeveral painful Sores ori 
one of his Legs. He has taken the Infuſion of 
Deadly Nightſhade three Weeks. It worked 
chiefly by Urine, though ſometimes it ſweat him 
flightly. As he was generally coſtive, he took oc- 
caſionally ſome-purging Medicine. The Doſe in 
this Man was increaſed from 6ne Grain totwelve, 
without producing any Sickneſs, Giddineſs, or 


other Effect than what has been juſt related, ex- 


cept that the laſt Doſe, twelve Grains, ſweat him 
plentifully ſeveral} Hours. His Leg is well. 

This Caſe may ſerve as much to ſhew the Dif- 
ference of the Doſe neceſſary in different Con- 


ſtitutions as for any other Purpoſe; ſince it is pro- 


bable, that Reſt, proper Applications, and other 
internal Medicines, might have ſucceeded here 
equally well with the Infuſion: 
ee fourth Patient is a Girl, 16 Years of 
; ſhe has been in the Hoſpital a Month. 


whe, ſhe was admitted, ſhe had a large ſcro- 


phulous Sore on one of ber Thighs, which had 
been troubleſome to her ſeveral Months, and 
another on the Foot, with an Enlargement of 
the Bones of the Foot. She has taken the Infu- 
ſion of Deadly Nightſhade three Weeks. It ope- 
rated by Urine "conſiderably, and generally 
d once or twice in the Morning; and two 
ree Nights it ſweated her. The Doſe was 
bare to four 3 Sore on her Thigh is 
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(18 ) 
well; that on the Foot much the ſame as it was, 
and muſt neceſſarily continue ſo ſome time, as 
there is a Piece-of Bone which muſt come away. 
The fifth Caſe is that of a young Woman 


who came into the Hoſpital four Months ago, 


with a large Sore on her Leg, which had a 
Tendency to mortify. She Fad another ex- 
ceeding painful Sore under her Arm, and it 
was with great Difficulty that either of them 
could be made to digeſt. After a confiderable 
time the Sores were brought into a better 
State.——At laſt that under the Arm healed, 
and the other on the Leg was reduced inte a 


narrow Compaſs ; but ſtill there remained an 


obſtinate ſmall Ulcer, which no Application 
or Medicine ſeemed to have any Effect on. 


" During the laſt two Months, her Body has 


been covered with a ſcorbutic Eruption. The 
breaking out of this was probably the Reaſon 


of the Sores having grown better; but as it 
was conſtantly very troubleſome to her, and 


appeared as bad as the moſt inveterate Itch, 
twas neceſſary ſhe ſhould, if poſſible, be re- 
lieved. Moſt part of the time ſhe has been 
troubled with a Pain in her Head and Sto- 
mach, a Lownels of Spirits, and Loſs of Appe- 
tite. Finding no Advantage from any thing ſhe 
took, though ſome of the Medicines produced 
a gentle Perſpiration, ſhe began the Infuſion of 


Deadly Nightſhade. The firſt Doſe, one Grain, 


had no effect; the ſecond, two Grains, purged 
her twice; the third, three Grains, made her 


ſick and giddy, and threw her into a profuſe 


Sweat. She has now taken fix Doſes. The 


„ | ep, frat 


\ | As a A eo. do tr 


(619) 


Eruptions almoſt intirely diſappear, except ſome 


few ſmall ones about the Arms, and ſeveral 
upon the Hands, where they form themſelves 
into Boils, with a great deal of well-digeſted 
Matter in them like large Puſtules of the 
Small-pox. The Pain in her Stomach is at pre- 
ſent removed. She continues the Medicine . 

The ſixth, and the laſt Patient which I ſhall 
mention at preſent, is a Man who was brought. 
into the Hoſpital about a Month ago, with 
ſeveral large Wounds made on his Leg by 
the Bite of a Leopard. The Leg was very 
much inflamed and ſwelled, and a com- 


mon ſymptomatic Fever attended; but in 


ten or twelve Days theſe Symptoms went 
off, and the Wounds were in a good State, 
In a few Days after he was ſeized with a vio- 
Tent Pain in the Shoulder, Arm, Hand, Thigh, 
Leg, and Foot, of the Side oppoſite to the 
wounded Side; ſo that he was quite unable to 
move thoſe Parts: Nor was he much more ca- 
pable of Motion in the other Side, having 


à conſiderable Pain in that Shoulder, Arm 


and Hand. Having continued in this State four 
Days with great Heat and other feveriſh 
Symptoms, he was blooded (the Blood very 


| She was directed likewiſe to have a Bliſter to her Back, and 
to be vomited on account of the Pain in her Head and ſome Re- 
turn of the Pain in her Stomach. She was ſoon afterwards well 
and diſcharged from the Hoſpital. This young Woman continued 

till lately free from the Complaints which ſhe Fad in the Hoſpital, 
except that ſhe has been ſometimes ſubject to ſliglit Heatsin her Sxin. 
The Sore is now broke out again upon her Leg, and will probably 
be attended with ſome Difficulty in healing, or be liable to a Return 
after it is healed, unleſs the Obſtructidns peculiar to her Sex, and 
with which ſhe has been ſometime affected, can be removed. 


(20) 


ſizy) and took an Infuſion of one Grain of the 
Leaf of Deadly Nightſhade at Night, and the 


ſame the next Morning. It threw him into a very 


plentiful Sweat, which continued more than two 
Days, without taking any thing more than com- 


mon diluting Liquors. He was conſiderably eaſier, 
but his Heat being ſtill too much, and complain- 
ing of a Tightneſs over his Breaſt, he was bled 


again (the Blood ſtill very ſizy) and not having | 


had. a Stool he took an opening Medicine. 
The fifth Day he had no Complaint but in his 
Hands, which were both very painful, and the 
Sweats having now ceaſed more than 24 Hours, 
he took the ſame Quantity of the Infuſion once 
again Night and Morning, which produced the 
ſame Degree of Perſpiration as before for two 
Days. He has taken only one Doſe ſince. This 
is the 1oth Day, and he is now free from any 
Complaint, except in one Wriſt, The Medi- 
cine never made him at all ſick or giddy, nor 
occaſioned much Alteration in the Quantity of 
his Water §. 

Upon the Whole, eie there is any Spe- 
cific Property in this Plant, either for the Cure 


or the Alleviation of cancerous Diſorders, or 


whether its Efficacy may be more particularly 
uſeful in the Removal of other Diſeaſes, I will 


not yet preſume to determine with Confidence. 


It would as ill become a Man of Candour to. 
ſay more of a Medicine than it deſerved, as it 
would. to*conceal or confine its Virtues ar 


8 This Man had a ſlight Return of his Pains, which were re. 
mov d in a few Days by a Repetition of the ſame Method, and 
he ſoon recover'd his Strength and was perſecily well. 
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( 21 ) | | 
they were once aſcertained: But from the Ef- 
fects which 1 have already ſeen: of this 


Plant; from conſidering the Powers which 


this ſimple Production of Nature has on the 
common Diſcharges of the Body; and from 
reflecting how trifling a Quantity of it, infuſed 
only, and the Subſtance not taken, is capable 
of producing theſe great Effects; from 
all theſe Conſiderations, I am led to imagine, 
that an extenſive Uſe may be made of this Me- 
dicine, as a powerful Promoter of moſt of the 
natural Diſcharges of the Body, excluſive of 
any ſpecific Properties, which by future Ob- 
ſervations may be found with Certainty to re- 
ſide in it. "350A * 
We are now in a Way to determine this: Se- 
veral Gentlemen, induced by the Trials which 
I have made, being deſirous to prove the Ef- 
fects of the Infuſion by their own Experience. 
In the mean time, as this celebrated Society 
have thought the ſingle Caſe related in the Bis- 


 liotheque des beaux Arts & des Sciences to be wor- 


thy their Attention, I have preſumed to offer the 
Reſult of a more extenſive Uſe of this Medicine; 
and thus far I can venture to aſſert at preſent, 
that it may be given with great Safety in the. 
Manner which I have recommended for its Uſe. 
I ſhall only beg leave to add, that the Cir- 
cumſtances which I have mention'd are deſign- 
ed to aſſiſt the Endeavours of others; and if 
any one valuable Purpoſe ſhall be anſwer'd by 
our Enquiries, I hope I ſhall not want an 
Apology for giving this early Intelligence, with- 


1 


( 22 ) 
out waiting for more F aQts to illuſtrate what 
has been ſaid. 

-I obſerved in the Beginning of the preceding 
Account, that an Infuſion of one Grain-weight 
of the Leaf would ſometimes have a very con- 
fiderable Effect, and that two or three Grains 
ſeldom failed to increaſe ſome of the natural 
Evacuations. As this Medicine, however, like 
all others of great Efficacy, acts very different- 
h in different Conſtitutions, it may not be amiſs 
perhaps in ſome Caſes to begin with half a Grain, 
and repeat the Doſe ſooner, or increaſe the 
Quantity of it occaſionally, according as it ope- 
rates and agrees, and according to the Strength 
of the Patient, and the Nature or State of the 
Diſeaſe. In general it ſhould be taken at Bed- 
time, and repeated only every ſecond or third 
Night. 

If the Patient is hot and thirſty in the Night, 
after taking the Infuſion, ſome ſmall diluting 
Liquor ſhould be provided to drink warm, in 
order to encourage a free Diſcharge by Perſpi- 


ration or Urine, and to relieve the Stomach 


when there is a Diſpoſition to vomit, 

If Coftiveneſs prevails, tho' the Medicine 
frequently has the oppoſite Effect. this Circum- 
ſtance muſt be particularly attended to. 

In ſome full or ſanguine Conſtitutions, a Purge 


and the Loſs of ſome Blood may be thought 


neceffary before the Infuſion is given: But as 


it is imagined, that no one will adminiſter a 
Medicine of this Efficacy without ſome Know- 
ledge of Phyſic, moſt Directions of this kind 


will, it is preſumed, be beſt ſupply' d occaſionally, 
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As to the dort of Ni ghtſhade which ſhould 


be made uſe of, I cannot diſcover any 


eſſential Difference in the Effects between 
the Garden and the Deadly Nightſhade ; nor do 
J believe it of much —— whether the 
Leaf be freſh or dry. I have not yet tried the 
other Species (the Bitter Sweet) ſufficiently to 
ſpeak of it with Certainty, but am inclined to 

ink from the uſe I have hitherto made of it, 
that it partakes very much of the Virtues of the 
other two. This Similarity. of Effects in Plants 
of very different Appearances, is a Circumſtance 
as remarkable as the Effects themſelves are ex- 
traordinary. 

To theſe Obſervations I ſhall ſabjoia, as a 
Subject of Curioſity, an Account of the vari- 
ous Purpoſes for which the Nightſhade has 
been formerly employed. 

There are three different Plants, Natives of 
Engiand, which are known by the Name a 
Nightſhade. 


2. (1) Common, or Garden Nightthade. 


This Plant, tho' of late Years it {i 6 
into Neglect, was fotmerly uſed in Medicine 


| externally for ſeveral Diſeaſes; (a) in Poul- 


tices, both alone and compounded, for Diſor- 
ders of the Eyes, cm S 5: 


(i) Solanum Officinaram, C. B. 

» Vulgare, Park. 

Hortenſe, Ger. 

— Hortenſe feu valgare, J. Bauh, 
Nigrum, Linn. : 
44) Dioſcor. Lib. 4. C. 71. 


3 ( 24 
and King's Evil. Its expreſſed Juice was alſo 
uſed for thi fame Purpoſes, and for acrimoni- 
ous Defluxions and Pains in the Ear. In' the 


fame Form it has been looked on as an ex- 


cellent Remedy for Inflammations of the vene- 
real Kind, (b) and for Ulcers. (c It has been 
applied to the Wriſts, and given in Gargles, 
ah; as it is ſaid, withSucceſs in Fevers. A Lini- 
ment made of the fame, compounded with 
Houſeleek and White of Eggs, applied warm; 
has been thought of wonderful Efficacy in cold 


Tumors of the Breaſt. The whole (d) Plant, 


and a Water diſtilled from it, is recommended 
in Inflammations, Scirrhuſes, &c. © 
Some Authors (e) diſapprove the internal 
Uſe of this Plant, and Wepſer (/ gives an 
Account of three Children poiſoned by it; yet 
Dioſcorides mentions. it as eſculent, which ſeems 
-impoſlible, if he meant the ſame Plant that is 
now called the Garden Nightſhade, as muſt be 
evident by the preceding Hiſtory, - Other bo- 
tanical Writers mention it alſo as uſed in Food; 
but as they in general are mere Tranſcribers 
from him, no Streſs could be laid on their 
Teſtimony, if one of them, (g who lived in 
the fixteenth Century, had not afferted the 
_ fame Thing, as it were, of his own Know- 
ledge. . His Words are, A multis Nationibus ef- 
tur in olere, and he cannot well be ſuppoſed to 
b i 
bo ue, 2 e . * 
) Linn. Mat. Med. Sect. 94. i 
(e) Raj. loc. cit. Fuchſ. Hiſt. Plant. 72. 


(De Cicut. Aquat. 220. 
) Ruellius de nat. Stirp. lib. 3. c. xcg. TN 5 
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„ 
miſtake the Plant. The Curious perhaps may 
think it worth while to enquire farther into this 
Affair; but however this Miſtake, if it be a 
Miſtake, may have ariſen, and however unfit 
this Plant may be for Food, yet it appears 
from an Author (4) of great Accuracy and 
Knowledge in Plants, that it was commonly 


made uſe of by Phyficians internally in many 


Caſes, as Inflammations of the Stomach and 
Bowels, for Heat of Urine, and for the Stone. 
The Effect of it was Sweating ; a Water of it, 
but he does not ſay how obtained, being given 
with Wormwood to the Quantity of three 
Ounces. - | : | 


2, (2) Bitter Sweet, or woody Nightſhade. 


It does not appear that this Plant is deſcribed 
either by Theophraſlus or Dioſcorides. In latter 
times it is frequently mentioned, and has been 
uſed externally by way of Poultice to aſſuags 
Pains in the Breaſt, and to diſperſe Tumors; 
(i) internally for the Dropſy, for the Jaup- 
dice, for Contuſions and Wounds, to diflolvg 


coagulated Blood, and to open Obſtructions 


in the Liver and Spleen. It js ſaid to be 


Diuretic and Purgative, particularly of the 


Bile. Linnæus, who, as he declares, has been 
D very 


(5) Czſalpin. de Plant. 213. f 

(2) Solanum ſcandens ſeu dulcamara, C. B. Lin. 
Lignoſum ſeu dulcamara, Park. 

— Amara dulcis, Ger. | 
E Gycypicros ſeu amara dulcis. Bauh. 
Ri. Hiſt. Plant. 671. 1 


(26) 
very cautious in attributing Virtues to Medi- 
cines, of which he had not ſufficient Proof, 
either from his own Experience, or that of cre- 
dible Witneſſes, recommends {+) two Ounces 


of the Stalks of it (but does not ſay whether by 


Decoction or Infuſion) in Contuſions, Rheu- 
matiſms, Jaundice, Pleurify and Aſthma, as a 
moſt powerful Remedy, though ſeldom uſed. 
A late Writer obſerves, that the Efficacy 
of this Plant in purifying the Blood was un- 
known till Linneus made Uſe of the Stalks : 


Before that time the Leaves only were pre- 


ſcribed, and even now he ſays, few are ac- 
quainted with its Virtues, as it is generally given 
in too ſmall a Doſe, 


3. (3) Deadly Nightſhade, or Dwale. Ger. 


Thbeopbraſtus deletion certain Plants 8 
the Name of Strychnos, one of which is ſup- 
.be by ſome Authors to be this Nightſhade; 

ut the Deſcription being very imperfect, and 
_ of the Notes not agreeing with it, it ſeems 
oſſible to decide any thing about it with 
ckelt) The ſame perhaps may be ſaid in 
relation to Dioſcorides, and this Difficulty 
has forced Cæſalpinus (I) to ſuppoſe that he 
has joined the Deſcription of two Plants toge- 
ther. However, this is a Point of very little 


i Mat. Med. 995. 

f. G. Beyerſtein Obſtac. Medicin. 8 Academ. vol. 3. 
o. 

75785 anum melanoceraſus, C. B. 
Belladonna, Cluſ. 
Atropa, Lin. 

De Flantis, 213. 
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Conſequence; Ba 1 48 of thoſe ancient 
Authors attribute any medicinal Virtues to the 
Plant in queſtion. 

Later Writers (m) make frequent mention 
of it, and give many Inſtances of its poiſonous 
Effects; particularly upon Children. Every 
part of this Plant may be uſed externally, but 
the freſh Leaves of it, bruiſed and applied to 
the Breaſt, have been found very efficacious in 
cancerous Humours, if we may believe the 
Teſtimony of a very ingenious and candid Wri- 
ter (u) who firſt made the Diſcovery, An In- 
fuſion of its Berries given internally operates 
by Sweat, and has been uſed with great Succeſs 
in Inflammations (o and Dyſenteries p. 
Vinegar is ſaid to be an Antidote againſt its 
poiſonous quality. 

Theſe Extracts, for which I am oblig'd toa 
very worthy and ingenious Friend (Mr. Stilling- 
fleet) who took the trouble of collecting them, 
may ſerve to ſhew the Character which the 


Nightſhade had acquired formerly. 


It will appear by them that many and great 
Virtues have been attributed to this Plant, 
though the Uſes of it, and its common Opera- 
tions upon the Body, have been deſcribed 


with too little Exactneſs or Certainty to afford 


much Inſtruction for Practice. 

I find likewiſe that the Nightſhade has 
been recommended by other Writers: (9 
* ae Hiſt; Plant. 970. Bod. a Stapel. comm. in v 


1078. 
(n * Willughby apud Paj. "Hit. Plant 680. : 
e Tragus Stirp. Hiſt. 305. - © Pee ls 
(p) Raj. Hiſt, Plant. Linn. Mat. Med. F. 95. 
(+) ConſpeR, Chirurg. pag. 314. 


( 28 ) 
Junc ter particularly ſpeaks of two Caſes 
of ' Cancers cured by it, and. recommends 


the future Uſe of it ; but upon the Whole we. 


meet with very little Satisfaction upon the Sub- 


ject. One Notion ſeems to have prevailed in 
general, that there was ſome Specific, or very 


powerful Property in Nightſhade, for the Cure 


or Relief of cancerous Diſorders. But how--: 
ever ſtrongly this Notion has prevailed, it has 


by no means been properly determined. A mo- 
dern Writer, Dr. Lambergen, a profeſſor of 


Fhyſie Ahroad, gave the Hiſtory of a Caſe 
ſome time ago ſerving to confirm this Opinion. 

In the Year 1754, he printed, as I am in- 
formed; at Groningen, an inaugural Oration, to 
which was added an Account of a Cancer in 
a Woman's Breaſt that had been radically cured 
by the Infuſion of the Deadly Nightſhade. 


In the Bibliothegue des braux Arts & des Sci- 


ences for the Months of January, February and 


Aerch, 1755, there is an Abſtract of this 
Hiſtory, It was the latter of theſe which I 


read; and which determined me to try the Ef- 
fects of this Plant. I ſhall not enter here into 
a Detail of the Particulars related by Dr. Lam- 
bergen. Tis ſufficient to obſerve, that it was the 
united Opinion of the Doctor and three other 
Phyſicians, that the Caſe related was a con- 
firrhed Cancer. We are afterwards informed 
that the Diſorder was cured by an Infuſion of 
the Deadly Nightſhade, or Belladonna, and that 


the Patient had remained perfectly free from 
the Complaint eight Years, when this Account 
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(29 ) 
was originally printed. It is however a Circutn- 
ſtance very extraordinary, that ſomany Years had 
elapſed without any other Cure appearing to- 
have been effected by the ſame Perſon, and by 
the ſame Medicine. It is hardly to be ſuppoſed 
that Dr. Lambergen had not made ſome other 
Trials in an Affair ſo important to his own Re- 
putation, as well as to the Happineſs of thouſands, 
Yet there is great Reaſon to imagine he had not. 
If he had repeated his Experiments and they 
had failed, he never could have offered this 
Caſe to the Public afterwards; if he had ſuc- 
ceeded again, he certainly would have confirm- 
ed his firſt Account by the Addition of other In- 


ſtances. It ſeems farther probable that he never 


did repeat the Experiment, from his Silence about 
the remarkable Effects which the Infuſion is 
now generally found to have upon the natural 
Evacuations of the Body. 

I have lately endeavoured to procure other 
Intelligence relating to this Affair, but have 
not yet met with any ſufficiently ſatisfactory 
to be related. We ſhall ſoon however ſup- 
ply this Want by the more certain Teſtimony 
of our own Experience. The Medicine is now 
introduced into our Hoſpitals, where its real 
Uſes will be publickly known; where Preju- 
dice or want of Abilities will be leſs likely to 
miſlead than the Reliance upon any one Man's 
Judgment; and where Facts are not fo liable 


to be miſrepreſented as in a more confined and 


private Practice, for the Enhancement of Gain 
or the Support of falſe Pretenſions. 


(630) 

Jam far from being convinced that the In- 
fuſion of Nightſhade will cure a confirmed 
Cancer, though I think it is highly probable 
that great Advantages will be found from it in 
tome Caſes approaching to Cancers. What- 
ever be the Power of the Medicine in this Re- 
ſpect, I have the Satisfaction to think that 
Succeſs attends the Uſe of it in ſome Diſ- 
orders, and that in Caſes where it fails to 
Cure, it will at leaſt often afford great Eaſe and 
Relief: nor has it been ſubject, as far as my 
Practice has extended, to produce any laſting 
ill Conſequence. | | 


POSTSCRIPT, Auguſt 10. 


HE Author of the preceding Obſervations takes 
| i the Opportunity of this Edition to remark, 
that as Medicines of ſeemingly the ſame Properties 
are ſometimes found to act very differently in diffe- 
rent Conſtitutions, the ſame Circumſtances may ha 
pen in the Uſe of the Garden and the Deadly Night- 
made: One of them may in particular Inſtances a- 
gree better and prove more effectual than the other. 
He defires likewiſe to obſerve, that tho' he cannot 
politively ſay there is any eſſential Difference in the 
uſual Effects of theſe rwo Plants, he is inclined to 
think that the Garden Nightſhade may be milder in 
its Operation than the other; at leaſt he would in 
general recommend the Trial of that firſt. Upon the 
whole, if neither, after a few Trials of them, dccaſion 
any Encreaſe of the natural Evacuations, he would 
adviſe a Diſcontinuance of them, as a Perſeverance 
with enlarged Doſes under ſuch Circumſtances, might 
in ſome Conſtitutions probably irritate too much; and 
as he imagines that little Good can be expected from 
this Medicine, where it does not vifibly promote ſome 
of the natural Diſcharges of the Body, | 
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OBSERVATIONS 


On the Internal Usz of the 


NIGHTSHADE. 


LMOST four Months having paſſed 
ſince the firſt Publication of the pre- 
ceding Account of the Nightſhade, it is rea- 
ſonable to ſuppoſe that a more enlarged Ex- 
perience of its Effects may have enabled me 
to judge with greaterCertainty of its Uſes, 
It might appear at leaſt very inattentive or diſ- 
ingenuous to paſs over intirely the- preſent 
Opportunity, without taking Notice of ſuch 
Circumſtances as have occurred, that relate 
eſſentially to the Adminiſtration of this Me- 
dicine. I ſhall endeavour therefore now to 
give ſuch a farther Account, as will I hope 
conduce to an advantageous Uſe of it where 
there is a Probability of Succeſs, and pre- | 
vent its being employed to. any injurious 
Degree, where the Diſorder is not likely to 
be relieved by it, or where the Symptoms 
may be aggravated by the Attempt. 
In the firſt Account which I gave of 
the Nightſhade, J endeavourcd chiefly to 


TT 


eſtabliſh the Character of this Medicine as a 


8 Promoter of moſt of the natural 
)iſcharges of the Body, leaving it to far- 
ther Trials to determine, what at that time 
ſeemed doubtful, whether it had any ſpe- 


cific Properties for the Cure of any parti- 


cular Diſeaſe. I am now convinced that it 
has no ſpecific Properties, that is to ſay, it 
has no ſuch peculiar and unaccountable 
Power reſiding in it as is found to be in the 
Bark for the Cure of an Ague, or in Mer- 
cury for the Cure of the Venereal Diſeaſe; 
but that, like many other Medicines, it is to be 
conſidered chiefly as it operates in promoting 


the common Diſcharges of the Body: I ſay 


chiefly, becauſe in ſeveral Inſtances, and par- 
ticularly upon the firſt Uſe of the Medicine, 
It is found to have in ſome Degree the Pawer 
of procuring Sleep and eaſing Pain. Altlow- 
ing then that the Nightſhade is not endued 
with any diſtinguiſhable ſpecific Property, 
the future Uſe of it may of courſe be di- 
refed with leſs Difficulty and with more 
Propriety ; fince there remain but two 


principal Objects to be conſidered, namely, 


what its uſual Operations upon the Dif- 
charges of the Body are, and what Com- 


plaints may indicate the Uſe of a Medi- 
cine acting in ſuch a Manner. In the pre- 
ceding Account I have mentioned the Ef- 
fects which it uſually has upon the Secre- 


tions that a Heat or Warmth being dif- 


*, fuſed over the Body is ſucceeded by a plen- 


tiful 


r . 
tiful Sweat, and ſometimes by a gentle Purg- 
ing the next Day —that, if a Sweat does nat 


break out, an extraordinary Diſcharge of 
Urine is generally the Conſequence, which 


is ſometimes followed likewiſe by a Pur- 


zing—and that one or more of the natural 


vacuations are almoſt always increaſed by 
it. This Account, I make no doubt, will 


correſpond. with the Experiments of others 


as nearly as the Effects of any Medicine 
can be expected to do in different Conſti- 
tutions, and under different Circumſtances 
and States of Health. > | 

In reſpect to its Uſes, as the Nightſhade 
is now found to have no ſpecific Properties, 
it is not to be conſidered as relative only to 
one Diſeaſe, but to be regarded as it may 
affect the common Diſcharges of the 
Body: Of courſe it is to be given diſcre» 
tionally like other Medicines which ope- 
rate by Stool, Perſpiration, or Urine, in 
ſuch a Manner and on ſuch Occaſions as 
the Preſcriber ſhall judge proper. But, as 
I have obſerved in my Account, that in 


' ſome Inſtances this Medicine had been 


found . ſerviceable in particular Diſor- 


ders, and as I have given ſome Caſes rela- 


ting to thoſe Diſorders, I ſhall now add 
ſuch other Remarks as more Experience 


and Reflection have ſuggeſted to me, and 
which may ſerve more fully to explain What 


1 have there intimate. ey 
The Diſorders which I have there men- 
| W-—: ' tioned 
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tioned were foul and painful Ulcers, Pains 
in particular Parts of the Body, and ſcorbu- 
tic Eruptions; to which are added two 
Caſes of a cancerous Nature. 

In regard to the firſt of theſe, I would 
. be underſtood to mean ſuch kind of Ul- 
cers as have been of ſome continuance, and 
which are brought into a healing State 
with difficulty. If we enquire properly 
into the Hiſtory of theſe Caſes, we ſhall 
find, that the Ulcer is but one Symptom 
of a general Diſorder— that the Evil, the 
Scurvy, the Suppreſſion of ſome natural 
| Diſcharge, a ſudden Check to, or the Dif- 
appearance of an Eruption upon the Skin 
—in ſhort ſome conftitutional Humour in 
the Blood, or fome more recent and acci- 
dental Diſorder affecting the Habit in ge- 
neral, has either preceded or attends the 
Complaint we are ſpeaking of. Apreeable 
to this Obſervation we find from Expe- 
rience, that different Methods of Cure are 
neceſſary to be undertaken in different Con- 
ſtitutions: Thus, tho? we find that Bleeding, 
moderate Purging, Regularity of Diet, Reſt, 
and a due Attention to the Situation of the 
Part diſordered, will frequently have a very 
good Effect, yet to heal the Ulcer per- 
ſectly, and to keep it healed afterwards, re- 
courſe muſt be often had to means more ap- 
propriated to the peculiar Diſpoſition of the 
Conſtitution, or to the prevailing Humour 
in the Blood at that time. But exclufive of 
the Medicines which are directed by the 
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Phyſician on theſe Occaſions, moſt of which 
are reckoned of the alterative Kind, we often 
obſerve, that ſome particular Evacuation 
will not only be more uſeful than others, 
but is more agreeable to the Conſtitutions of 
particular Perſons. Thus, where Purging, 
Vomiting, or Bleeding cannot either be ſuf- 
ficiently repeated, or elſe prove ineffectual, 
the Diſcharge by the Skin is found bene- 
ficial; and if we could diſcover a Medicine 
which promoted a plentiful Perſpiration, 
and if the Operation of it could be regula- 
ted and repeated with as much Certainty, 
and with as little Inconvenience as a Vomit 
or a Purge, we ſhould ſupply I imagine the 
greateſt Deficiency in the Materia Medica. 
Jam by no means of an Opinion that the 
Nightſhade will perfectly anſwer this De- 
ſcription, but in ſome Inſtances it approaches 
nearer to it than any other Medicine that I 
have ever ſeen given; and it has been 
chiefly in ſuch Caſes as I have juſt repre- 
fented, namely, where the other Evacua- 
tions have not anſwered, or could not be 
continued, and particularly where the Pa- 
tient has been at the ſame time troubled 
with Pain in the Limbs, that the Night- 

ſhade has had a good Effect. In theſe 
Qaſes, if the Medicine operates plentifully 
by Sweat, and without much Inconve- 
nience, as it will often do, the Doſe may 
be repeated eyery ſecond, third, or fourth 
Night, and the Operation of the Medicine 
will probably be ncarly the fame during ſe- 
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veral Weeks uſe of it. At the fame time 
if it keeps the Body lax, or if that Effect is 
produced by the help of other things, the 
Advantages, may be more conſiderable. The 
great Quantity of Urine which is ſometimes 
diſcharged even whilſt the Medicine ope- 
rates profuſely by Sweat, is likewiſe, I 
imagine, another uſeful Circumſtance to- 
wards clearing the Blood of ſome offenſive 
Humours: Nor do I' omit as uſeleſs the 
other Qhilities of the Medicine which it 
frequently has of procuring Reſt and eaſing 
Pain, by which the Digeſtion of ſome Sores 
is greatly mended, as well as the Patient re- 
lieved. But notwithſtanding theſe re- 
eated and uncommon Evacuations may 
in ſome Caſes quite clear the Blood from 
the leſs obſtinate, and from recent Hu- 
mours that affect it, we find that where 
there is a conſtitutional Diſeaſe, or where 
any habitual Humour has long prevailed, 
the Ulcer, though it may heal very readily 
with this Medicine, will, as very oſten 
happens after other methods of Treatment 
for the like Caſes, be ſometimes apt to 
break out again, or the Diſeaſe to appear in 
ſome other Form; ſince as there is no ſpe- 
cific Virtue in the Medicine, the original 
Humour is not neceſſarily eradicated, be- 
cauſe the Symptoms diſappear. For this 
Reaſon, though the Nightſhade had a very 
remarkable good Effect in the Woman's 
Caſe, related in the firſt Account (Page 
13.) by giving almoſt immediate Eaſe 
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to a very painful Sore which ſpread over 
great part of the Leg; though in a few, 
Days this Medicine removed the Pain in 
her Head and Limbs, which was ſo ex- 
ceſſive as almoſt totally to deprive her of 
Reſt for ſix Weeks together; though it re- 
ſtored the Woman to the Uſe of her Limbs 
after ſne had been bedrid many Months, 
and notwithſtanding ſhe has been quite free 
from Pain, and has enjoyed her Strength 
and Spirits ever ſince; yet it now appears, 
that, when the Ulcer was juſt healed and 
a perfect Cure expected, the Sore remains - 
uncloſed. It is probable likewiſe that it will 
always continue in this State, ſerving as an 
Iſſue which Nature has formed on the Part, 
and as a neceſſary Drain for the Diſcharge. 
of ſame conſtitutional Humour which has 

now affected her Leg near three Years. 
Thus likewiſe the young Woman men- 
tioned as the fifth Caſe (Page 18.) though 
ſhe continued till lately free from.the Com- 
plaints which ſhe had in the Hoſpital, ex- 
| Cept that ſhe has been ſometimes ſubject to 
flight Heats in her Skin, has now a Sore 
broke out upon her Leg; and this proba- 
bly will be attended with Difficulty in heal- 
ing, or be liable to a Return after it is heal- 
ed, unleſs the Obſtructions peculiar to her 
Sex, and with which ſhe has been ſome 
time affected, can be removed. 5 
From the frequent Relapſes of this Sort, 
and from the Account which I ſhall here- 
after give of cancerous Complaints, I ſhould 


DT 
imagine that the Woman's Diſorder in the 
Cheek, (mentioned Page 10.) is much 


more likely to become bad again, than to 
remain in the State it was in when ſhe left 
the Hoſpital. 

It may ſeem unneceſſary after this, and 
after declaring that there is no ſpecific Vir- 
tue in the Nightſhade; to obſerve, that no 
laſting and conſiderable Advantage can ac- 
crue from the Uſe of it for fo obftinate and 
fo peculiar a Humour as the Evil. 

Pains in particular Parts of the Body, 
which have been of long Continuance, and 
are apt to return after they have been re- 
moved, do not very often admit of any 
other than a temporary Relief from any 
Medicine, being uſually ſuppoſed owing to 
ſome general Diſorder in the Blood, as the 
Gout, a confirmed Rheumatiſm, or an in- 
veterate Scurvy ; but in Cafes leſs compli- 
cated, where the Cauſe of the Diſeaſe is 
more recent, and where repeated Sweats 
have either been judged preferable to other 
Evacuations, or proper to aſſiſt them, the 
Nightſhade has proved very ſerviceable. 

Scorbutic Eruptions ſeem to have ſome. 
reſemblance with the preceding Diſorders, 
eſpecially as they may ariſe from a conſtitu- 
tional Cauſe, or may proceed likewiſe from 
2 Cauſe more recent and accidental. In 
ſome of theſe the Nightſhade, which ope- 
rated profuſely by Perſpiration and Urine, 
leſſened the Eruptions very much, and re- 
moved the Pain in the Limbs which ac- 
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companied the other Complaint; and this 
it did after the warm Bath and other means 
had failed: Sometimes the Eruptions have 
quite diſappeared, but they either appeared 
again afterwards, or ſome Complaint of the 
Stomach, Head, &c. enſued, and the ſame 
Conſequence happened from the other Me- 
thods that were tried in theſe Caſes. Where 
the Diſeaſe has been of leſs ſtanding, and 
the Medicine operated readily by Sweat, the 
Benefit has been more laſting. | 

1 ſhall next conſider the Effects which 
the Nightſhade has had in cancerous Diſ- 
orders, an Article which I might perhaps 
with more propriety have begun with, as it 
has been the principal Reaſon why I have 
haſtened the Publication of this ſecond Part 
of my Acconnt. 

It is plain from the Account which I 
have related of the Uſes to which the 
Nightſhade has been formerly applied, 
that an Opinion had -long prevailed of 
this Plant's being endued with ſome parti- , 
cular Power for the Cure of Cancers. The 
Aﬀertions of many eminent Writers leave no 
room to doubt of the Prevalency of ſuch a 
Belief, yet, if the Opinion had been well 
founded, one would have ſuppoſed, that the 
Medicine muſt have been brought into 
general Practice, and the Reputation of it 
have been eſtabliſhed for the Cure of a Diſ- 
eaſe. ſo deſtructive to. the Happineſs and 
Lives of many. But if we conſider the Fate 
of ſome other Medicines which are now in 
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_ conſtant Uſe, and which are by much the 


moſt valuable of any in our Poſſeſſion—if 
we conſider that Mercury was in a great 
meaſure diſuſed on Account of the ill Effects 
of it aftet it was firſt known in the Cure of 
the Venereal Diſeaſe that Antimony which 
is now given by every body, and is ſuppoſed 
to be the Baſis of almoſt all our celebrated 
fecret Medicines, was forbid abroad to be 
uſed at all internally—that ſo excellent a 
Medicine as the Bark has met with almoſt 
inſuperable Difficulties in being introduced 


into Practice, is ſtill diſliked by many, and 


its Virtues, at leaſt till lately, very imper- 
fectly known out of England if we add to 
theſe Conſiderations, the Prejudice, Indo- 
lence, and Diſingenuity with which too 
many are apt to receive any Diſcoveryof this 
Sort, it was not unreaſonable to ſuſpect that 
ſore Virtue might reſide in the Plant, for 
the Alleviation of the Symptoms atleaſt, if not 
for the Cure of Cancers; and in a Diſor- 


der of this unhappy Nature every poſſible 


means of Relief demands the utmoſt At- 
tention. The Account which Dr. Lam- 
bergen gave (authorized by the joint Opi- 
nion of three other Phyſicians) that he had 
radically cured a confirmed Cancer in the 
Breaſt, as it was the immediate Occafion of 


my trying this Medicine, was likewiſe a 


very reaſonable Inducement to make the 
Experiment, though the Relation of his 
Caſe is not attended with every Circum- 
ſtance that could be deſired, tis 
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The Reſult of my Experiments determin- 
ed much more in favour of the Medicine, as an 
extraordinary Promoter of the natural Diſ- 
charges of the Body, than as having any 
ſpecific Properties for the Cure of Cancers; 
and therefore in my Introduction to the 
two cancerous Caſes, in the Obſervations 
upon Lambergen's Account, and in the 
Concluſion of the Pamphlet, IJ have endea- 
voured to guard againſt the too haſty Be- 
lief of ſo defirable an Event; but as. I 
have already mentioned the common O 
rations of the Medicine, and have before 
given my Reaſons for publiſhing an Ac- 
count of them, I ſhall. proceed to give ſuch 
a farther Hiſtory of the Effects of the Night- 
ſhade in Caſes ſuppoſed to be cancerous, as 
will, I fear, leave no room to hope, that it 
has any ſpecific Property for the Cure of this 
Diſeaſe. Amongſt theſe Caſes I ſhall com- 
prehend ſuch Hardneſſes and Tumours of 
the Breaſt as alarm the Patients, and which 
ſometimes degenerate into Cancers, though 
they are often carried through Life, £ 
proper Attention, without any conſiderable 
Inconveniencies. 

Elizabeth Prynne, a Sr 6 5 Years 
of Age, living in Brick-ſtreet, near Picca- 
dilly, was affected about eight Months ago 
with a Soreneſs in the back- part of her 
Throat, unattended with Fever or any other 
Complaint at that time. The Soreneſs 
increaſed, and in three Weeks was ſo trou- 
bleſome as to occaſion a. Difficulty of ſwal- 
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lowing even Liquids without conſiderable 
Pain. The Pain became afterwards ſo acute, 
that the Woman ſuffered extremely when 
ſhe attempted to get down Milk, Broth, or 
any other mild and liquid Nouriſhment : 
She continued in this State ſeveral Weeks. 
She felt likewiſe darting Pains which fre- 
quently ſtruck up each fide of her Head with 
great Violence; nor did ſhe attempt to ſpeak, 
unleſs urged to it by Neceſſity, as the Mo- 
tion of the diſeaſed Parts on that Occaſion 
gave her great Pain. She had been blooded, 
purged, bliſtered, &c. and had uſed Gar- 
gles to the Throat, without finding the 
leaſt Advantage. When I firſt ſaw her 
about five Months ago, ſhe was not only in 
the Condition juſt deſcribed in regard to her 
Throat, but was ſo weakened by Pain, want 
of Reſt and want of Nouriſhment (being 
afraid to attempt ſwallowing often on ac- 
count of the great Pain it gave her) that ſhe 
could not probably have lived much longer 
without relief. 

Upon examining her Throat, I diſcovered 
a very foul Ulcer on the back-part of it, 
which extended up to the Side of each 
Tonfil, and appeared there as a malignant 
eorroding Sore. It was ſuſpected to be Ve- 
nereal, and it had much the Appearance of 
ſuch a Sore; but I was ſoon ſatisfied that this 
Suſpicion was groundleſs. Conſidering her 
Age and Weakneſs of Body, as, well as the 
Nature of the Diſeaſe, I expected little Ad- 
vantage would accrue from any Aſſiſtance 
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that might be offered her ; but not to leave 
her deſtitute of Hope, I gave her an In- 
fuſion of the Garden Nightſhade, which, 
as it had nothing ſharp or diſagreeable in 
the Taſte, and the Doſe being only a ſmall 
Quantity of a clear Liquid, might be ſwal- 
lowed with leſs Difficulty than many other 
Medicines. She continued the Uſe of the 
Infuſion ten or twelve Days without find- 
ing the leaſt Amendment ; but after that 
time ſhe began to be a little eaſier, and in 
five Weeks from the firſt Uſe of the Night- 
ſhade, the could ſwallow ſolid Food without 
Difficulty. The Sores on the Tonfils healed, 
the Ulcer on the back-part of her Throat 
grew gradually better, and at laſt intirely 
_ diſappeared. The Pain which uſed to ſtrike 
up each fide of her Head ceaſed as the Sores 
in her Throat grew eaſy, and when ſhe 
had recovered the Power of ſwallowing 
freely, ſhe was ſoon reſtored to her natu- 
ral Strength ; finding in the very hot Wea- 
ther, when ſhe took this Medicine, little In- 
convenience fiom the Uſe of it, though it 
generally ſweated her plentifully; every ſe- 
cond of third Night, and purged her once 
or twice the next Day: It occaſioned 
likewiſe a conſiderable Increaſe of Urine. 
The two or three firſt Doſes were at- 
tended with ſome Sickneſs and Giddineſs; 
but theſe Symptoms ceaſed after that time] 
and never diſordered her again, except once 
or twice ſlightly, during the whole Courſe. 
She began with an Infuſion: of one; Grain 
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of the Garden Nightſhade, which ſhe con- 
tinued about three Weeks at the Diſtance 
before mentioned. The Doſe was after- 
wards increaſed to two Grains, and with 
this Quantity ſhe went on about three 
Months ; the Operation of the Medicine 
being nearly. the ſame all the time. - About 
a Fortnight after the Sore in her Throat 
was healed, ſhe was ſeized with a violent 
Pain-in the back-part of her Head, which 
alarmed me with an Apprehenſion that the 
fame Humour might affect that Part as had 
before broughtonthe Diſorderin her Throat; 
but by the Uſe of common Methods this 
Complaint; was for a time removed, and 
ſhe ſeemed remarkably well. Since then 
ſhe had another Attack of the ſame Kind, 
which is at preſent removed by the ſame 
Means. Except the Medicines ſhe took 
lately, on account of the Pain in her Head, 

ſhe never made uſe of any other, either inter- 
nally, or by way of Application tothe Throat, 
during all the time of her taking the Night- 
ſhade. Her Throat is quite clear from any 
viſible Foulneſs or Sore at preſent, but ſhe 
ſometimes feels. a ſlight Pain lower down. 
What the Event will be, muſt be deter- 
mined by Time. If the Sore returns again 
it will probably be deemed a Cancer: If 
not, and ſhe enjoys her Health as ſhe does 
now, it will any be allowed that Name 8. 


e deen Kae gf, de Sopplement 
was printing, the poor Woman called upon me, and 
there appears a: Sore on one Side of the Palate, 
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Mrs. Symßſon, at Mr. Stacy's in Roſe- 
Areet, Covent-Garden, aged 62, about a 
Year ago, without having received any 
hurt upon the Part, felt a Knob in her 
Right Breaſt. It was not at that time pain- 
ful, but in a few Months the Swelling in- 
creaſed conſiderably, and was attended with 
ſo much Pain as to diſturb her Reſt. When 
I firſt ſaw her, about four Months ago, the 
Swelling affected the whole Breaſt, — ex- 
tended to the Arm- pit. In both Places it 
was intenſely hard and adhered firmly, 
and ſeveral Ulcers appeared on the Surface 
of the Breaſt. She had dreſſed the Sores 
with ſoftening Applications, and had ſome- 
times been purged with Salts, but with- 
out any relief. She took one Grain of the 
Garden Nightſhade infuſed, which put 
her into a moderate Sweat that laſted fix or 
ſeven Hours: It occafioned likewiſe a con- 
ſiderable Increaſe of Urine, and purged her 
once the next Day. She generally took 
the Nightſhade afterwards every ſecond or 
third Night; the Doſe being increaſed at 
laſt to three Grains. The Operation of it 
was almoſt conſtantly the tame. She never 
felt any Head-ach, Heat, Giddineſs, Sick- 
neſs, or Drowſineſs. Her Appetite and Spirits 
were better than they had been. She conti- 
nued in this Courſe about ten Weeks without 
taking any other Medicine : In moſt of this 
time ſhe ſlept well and had very little Pain, 
except that now and then in the Day ſhe 
felt ſome . in the Sores. A Fulneſs 
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in the Parts ſurrounding the Hardneſs was 
_ diſperſed by this Means; but the Hardneſs 
elf and the Sores appeared to be quite 
unaltered. About this time ſhe caught 
cold, and had feveiiſh Complaints. She 
was blooded, and uſed other Means com- 
mon on ſuch Occaſions 3; but leaving 
off the Nightſhade, her Pains returned, 
notwithſtanding the Evacutions which had 
been uſed for her Fever. At her own Re- 
queſt, ſhe began to take the Nightſhade 
again, which made her eaſier, and operated 
as before in moderate Sweats and gentle 
Purging ; but ſhe was ſoon afterwards 
ſeized with a very troubleſome Cough, and 
other bad Symptoms, which 8 fatal 

to her. She had the Appearance of a 
Mote flying ſometimes before one of her 
Eyes, but never felt any Pain in either of 
them, nor found the leaſt Defect or Al- 
teration in her Sight. 

Mrs. Lang, a Gentlewoman in Princes- 
fireet, near Gerrard. ſireet, Leiceſter- fields, 
aged 57, has been afflicted with cancerous 
Complaints in both Breaſts for ſome Vears. 
One of them has been long ulcerated and 
almoſt deſtroyed; and hardly any Caſe can 
be worſe than the Condition of this unfor- 
tunate Gentle woman. As ſhe had not re- 
ceived any Alleviation of her Complaints 
from the Variety of Means which had been 
tried for her Relief, ſhe deſired to take the 
Nightſhade. She took the Garden Sort 
three Months, a Grain ſerving for a Doſe. 
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It put her into a moderate Sweat, which 
laſted ſome Hours: It increaſed the Quan- 
tity of her Water, and it purged once 
the Day after taking it. The Medicine 
hardly ever varied in its Effects, and as it 
never occaſioned the leaſt Inconvenience 
of Head-ach, Giddineſs, Sickneſs,” or even 
Faintneſs or Drowſineſs, or any one diſ- 
agreeable Conſequence, ſhe repeated it 
almoſt every Night. She flept very little 
before ſhe took the Nightſhade, but by 
means of this ſhe had good Mights. 
This happy Effect continued about nine 
Weeks. ' The Medicine then ceaſed to have 
any Operation upon the natural Evacuations. 
The Doſe was increaſed, but to no 
Purpoſe : It ſeemed rather to heat her, an 
Effect which ſhe never found from it be- 
fore, but the leaving it off in time prevented 
an Aggravation of the Symptoms, if in her 
Caſe that Expreſſion may be allowed. She 
began the Uſe of the Medicine again ſome 
time after, and found relief from it, but 
this good Effect did not continue long. 
A Lady, 47 Years of Age, about a Year 
and half ago, accidentally received a Hurt 
on her Lett Breaſt, and in a few Days after- 
wards ſhe. felt a Lump there of the Bigneſs 
of a Hen's Egg: She was at that time not 
in a good State of Health, having frequent 
Attacks of feverith Diſorders. She was 

blooded, purged, and made uſe of ſoftening 

Applications to the Part, but the Swelling, 
attended with conſiderable Pain, ſoon in- 
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creaſed, and, not long after, appeared to be a 
confirmed and ulcerated Cancer; the Tumour 
being very large, the Sores ſpreading, and the 
Pain increaſing. The other Breaſt likewiſe 
ſwelled very much, became very hard and 
painful, and ſometimes ſhe was affected with 
ſevere Pains in- different Parts of the Body. 
She deſired to take the Nightſhade. She be- 
gan with half a Grain of the Garden Night- 
ſhade, which had no Effect. She increaſed 
the Doſe gradually and carefully to ſeven 
Grains; but as it failed to promote an In- 
creaſe of any of the natural Diſcharges, at 
leaſt having but a very ſlight Effect that Way, 
and as the Patient was naturally coſtive, tho' 
this Circumſtance was as much guarded 
againſt as poſſible, ſhe thought that the Me- 
dicine began to heat her, and at my Requeſt, 
immediately deſiſted from any further Uſe 
of it. | 
A Lady in the Country, who had long 
had a Cancer in one of her Breaſts, which 
had been ulcerated a conſiderable Time, and 
which had ſometimes been ſubject to bleed, 
Teſolving to try the Nightſhade, applied to 
me four Months ago for Directions about 
taking it. She took the Deadly Nightſhade 
near three Months. Having heard but 
once from her during this Time, I de- 
fired to know the Effects of the Medicine; 
and am informed by her, that ſhe took it al- 
moſt every Night that it generally ſweated 
her moderately in the Morning, ne 
er 
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by Urine lightly, and purging her two bf 
three times every Day——that her Spirits 
were low, and her Appetite worſe— that 
ſhe did not find it occafioned any Giddineſs ; 
that it affected her Eyes, but feldom made 
her fick. .She increaſed the Doſe to five 
Grains. She found no conſiderable Altera- 
tion in her Breaſt for ſome time after taking 
the Nightſhade, but at laſt imagined the 
Sores grew larger, the Pain rather more 
acute, and the Bleedings more frequent. I 
immediately defired her to deſiſt, which I 
ſhould have done much ſooner, as well as 
have prevented her taking the Medicine 
1o, * if I had been ſufficiently ap- 
prized of the Circumſtances juſt related. 
About the ſame time I was defired, by 
another Lady in the Country, to give her 
Directions for the Uſe of this Medicine, 
This Lady had been troubled about two Years 
with a very large and painful cancerous | 
Swelling in one of her Breaſts, which ex- 
tended. towards the Arm-pit, and was ad- 
herent. She began with one Grain of the 
Deadly Nightſhade ; but the Medicine had 
little Efect till the had taken three. Grains 
for a Doſe. It then operated conſiderably by 
Sweat, and, as ſhe informed me, without 
-lowering her Spirits. She was obliged af- 
terwards to increaſe the Doſe, which ge- 
nerally operated more or leſs in the 
ſame way, though ſometimes it failed. 
f 94 nen affected her with a Gid- 
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dineſs. She drank occafionally ſome 
Cheltenham Water, which ſhe had uſed 
before to keep her open. She con- 
tinued the Medicine between two and 
three Months, except for about a Fort- 
night, when ſhe had a Fit of the Gout 
in her Foot. The Account which I re- 
ceived a Month ago gave me no room to 
expect any Service from this Medicine, but 
as ſhe was deſirous to continue it, I recom- 
mended her to take it only once in 3 or 4 
Days, and to uſe the Garden Nightſhade 
inſtead of the other. I am now informed, 
that ſhe has ſometimes fince taken one 
Sort, and ſometimes the other — that ſhe 
thinks the Garden Nightſhade agrees beſt 
with her, but that ſhe cannot poſitively ſay, 
ſhe has received any conſiderable Service 
from either, Fo 

. A young Woman, belonging to a Gen- 
tlewoman, who lodges at Mr. Price's a To- 
bacconiſt in Sherrard-ftreet, Golden-ſquare, 
had a Swelling in her Right Breaſt, which 
ſhe attributed to a Blow that ſhe received 
accidentally upon the Part ſome Months 
before. At the time of the Accident ſhe 
felt a great deal of Pain, but it ſoon ceaſed, 
and ſhe did not perceive any Swelling till 


2 Month afterwards. . She then felt a con- 
ſiderable Fulneſs and Hardneſs in the 

Breaſt, When I firſt ſaw her, which was 
about four Months ago, ſhe had a Tumour 
in the middle Part of her Breaſt,” which 
was almoſt as big as a Hen's Egg, and ac- 
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cording to her own and her Friends Re- 
preſentation, had been of that Size about ten 
Weeks. The Swelling was not ſo intenſe- 
ly hard as a confirmed Schirrus, but was 
attended with ſo much Pain as frequently 
to interrupt her Reſt many Hours in the 
Night. The Month before I ſaw her ſhe 
had been blooded and frequently purged, 
but without finding the leaſt Advantage, 
I was deſired to give her the Nightſhade. 
She took an Infuſion of a Grain of the 
Garden Nightſhade, which heated her 
for ſome little time, and made her Breaſt 
more painful than uſual ; but ſhe ſoon 
fell into a profuſe Sweat, which conti- 
nued ſeveral Hours, It occaſioned likewiſe 
a great Increaſe of Urine. She repeated. 
the ſame Doſe two Nights after, which 
had nearly the ſame Effect. She felt very 
little Pain after the ſecond -Doſe, and the 
Swelling ſoon afterwards began to decreaſe, 
She took the Nightſhade every ſecond, 
third, or fourth Night, about five Weeks, 
in which time the Tumour gradually 
' leſſened, and was at length perfectly diſ- 
perfed. She never took more than a Grain 
and a Half at a Doſe, and felt no Incon- 
venience whilſt it operated, except that it 
twice made her a little fick and giddy, She 
remains perfectly well, | 

Efther Williams, aged 3o, a Servant liv- 
ing with a Lady in Dean-ftreet, Sobo, 
about a Year ago felt a Lump towards 
the n of her Left Breaſt, without 
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having received any Hurt that could occa- 
ſion it. It was then of the Size of a large 
Walnut, and free from Pain. Ten Weeks 
ago ſhe applied to me, The Tumour was 
at that time ſomewhat enlarged, and was 
ſometimes attended with ſhooting Pains in 
it, but not acute. She had been blood- 
ed and frequently purged, but found no 
Advantage from any means that were 
employed for her. She took half a Grain 
of the Garden Nightſhade, which made 
Her fick and giddy a few Minutes, then 
threw her into a moderate Sweat, increaſed 
the Quantity of her Water, and purged her 
three times the next Day. The next Doſe 
having much leſs Effect, ſhe took a whole 
Grain, and the Doſe was afterwards in- 
creaſed to a Grain and a Half. She took 
the Medicine fix Weeks, generally every 
ſecond or third Day. In this time it ſweat- 
ed her three or four times ſlightly, but 
its common Effects were an Increaſe of 
Urine, and a Purging two or three times af- 
ter each Doſe. She had generally a Water- 
ing in her Eyes the Morning after taking 
the Medicine, which ceaſed in half an 
Hour, and never left the leaſt Inconvenience. 
She had not any return of the Sickneſs or 
Giddineſs after the firſt Doſe, but ſhe 
ſometimes found herſelf drowſy an Hour 
or two the Day after taking the Medicine, 
though at other times ſhe was well and 
hearty, and felt little or no Pain in her 
Breaſt. Finding however that no Progreſs 
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was made in diſſolving the Hardnefs, I ad- 
viſed her to leave off the Medicine; and if 
the Pain increafes, ſhe propoſes to have the 
Tumour extirpated. 
A Lady, about 30 Years of Age, having 
a frequent Tendency to an Eruption in her 
Skin, a gfeat Difficulty of Breathing upon 
catching the {lighteſt Cold, and being in ge- 
neral of a tender Conſtitution, adviſed with: 
me, three Months ago, about a Tumour: 
in one of her Breaſts, which Complaint 
had been preceded by conſiderable Pain. 
She had b Mercurial Medicines on this 
Occaſion, which had aggravated the Diſ- 
order; but by purſuing a milder Courſe 
the Symptoms were ſoon after moderated- 
When I ſaw her firſt ſhe had an unequal 
and very hard Tumour in the Breaſt, about 
the Size of a large Walnut, attended with 
ſome Pain. The Lady having tried other 
Methods without any conſiderable Advan- 
tage, was deſirous to take the Nightſhade; 
ſhe began with half a Grain of the Garden 
Nightſhade, but found very little Effect 
till ſhe had increaſed the Doſe to three 
Grains; and even this Quantity operated 
ſo imperfectly, that ſhe increaſed the 
Doſe to five Grains. This ſweated her 
plentifully, and did not in the leaſt dif- 
= with her in other Reſpects; but hav- 
ing accidentally caught Cold, the uſual 
Diſorder of her Breaſt affected her, though - 
it did not continue long. The Lady went 
then into the Country, with a Determina- 
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tion to. purſue the Uſe of the Nightſhade 3 
but at firſt not meeting with any but the 
Deadly Nightſhade, ſhe began with that, 
the ect of which, as I was afterwards 
informed, were, that increafing the Doſe 
from two Gfains to five, it occafioned a 
Drowſineſs, Giddineſs, Dryneſs in her 
Throat, a Heat and Pain in her Breaſt, and 
a general Heat and Reſtleſſneſs; it likewiſe 
ſwelled and affected her Eyes fo that ſhe 
could not read, and at laſt brought on 
py ſtrong convulſive Motions, but her 

ead kept clear, and the next Day ſhe 
found herſelf hardly at all weakened by the 
Violence of this Operation. The Medi- 
cine ſeldom failed to ſweat, and it ſome- 
times purged a little. She had afterwards 
recourſe to the Garden Nightſhade, which 
was not attended with any ill Effects. She 
increaſed the Doſe from two Grains to fix, 
The Operation of the Medicine varied, ef- 
pecially at the latter Part of the Courſe. 
It ſometimes operated plentifully by Perſpi- 
ration or Urine, .and ſometimes by both ; 
at other times it had no apparent Effect. As 

it ſeldom purged, ſome opening Waters 
Ae taken occaſionally. From the time 
of beginning with the Garden Nightſhade, 
the Heat, Head-ach, Dryneſs in the Throat, 
Giddineſs, and other diſagreeable Symp- 
toms ceaſed. She continued the Medicine, 
ſeemed in perfect good Health in general, 
flept well, and felt very little Pain in her 


Breaſt. After taking the Garden Night. 
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ſhade about five Weeks, ſhe caught cold, 
and was attacked with her old Diſorder 
of Difficulty in Breathing, attended with a 
Fever and a: violent Cough. Theſe Com- 
plaints continued ſeveral. Days. She after- 
wards took the Nightſhade again for about 
a Fortnight, which did not operate quite ſo 
much as before. She was — in good 
Health and Spirits, ſcarcely ever felt any 
Uneaſineſs from her Breaſt, and ſlept well; 
but as the Hardneſs in her Breaſt was not 
viſibly leſſened, I adviſed a Diſuſe of the 

Medicine. She now does not feel any 

Vneaſineſs in her Breaſt, and is in-other 
Reſpects well. 

Mrs. Dowding, at Mr. Laight s, in Mar- 

4 ket-ftreet, St. Janes s Market, four Years ago, 
felt, without any preceding Accident, a Knot 
about the Bigneſs of a Pea in her Left Breaſt, 
which was looſe and not painful, In a Year 
after it was a little increaſed, and attended 

with a ſlight Pain. It gradually grew larger 
and rather more painful: but the Pain was 
not very conſiderable till about a Year 2 

At that time the Swelling poſſeſſed * 

Whole Breaſt, and often diſturbed her Reſt. 
The Tumour was very hard and of an un- 
equal Form, but did not adhere. She had 

taken Manna occaſionally, and had been 
bled once a Month for ſome time, but 
without finding any Alteration. About 

three Months ago ſhe began to take the 

Garden Nightſhade, beginning with half a 

San, — inereaſing the Doſe to a OW. 
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She took it * times at the Diſtanet 
of two or three Days between each Doſe, 
dhe had a ſlight Giddineſs for a few Minutes 
With ſix of the Doſes, and was twice ſick; 
but the common Effects of the Medicine 
were a Heat which broke out into a pro- 
Fuſe Sweat, a:confiderable Increaſe of Urine, 
and a moderate purging the ſecond Day at- 
ker taking it. The Sweat which ran off from 
her in Drops, generally continued 8 or 9 
Hours; but though at the time ſhe'took the 

Nightſhade the Weather was remarkab 
ther the found her Strength very little affected 
the Day that the Medicine v. was = | 
and always found her Spirits remarkably 
good in the intermediate Days. She ob- 
ſerved that during the Operation of the firſt 
three Doſes, the diſordered Breaſt did not 
Covent at all; but afterwards the Medicme 
erated there as profuſely as in the reſt of 
de Body. She found herſelf conſiderably 
* eafier whilſt ſhe uſed this Medicine, but as I 
cbuld not obſerve any viſible Alteration in the 
Breaſt, I adviſed her to let me take it off, 

Which ſhe conſented to, and is now well. 

.1!2/Theſe are all the Caſes that I have ſeen, 
Where the Nightſhade has been given in 
Diſorders of this kind, except two which 
ILeaſually ſaw, and had no particular Ac- 
cbunt of; and likewiſe two others who were 

"\Pitients in che Hof pal. an 4% 
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MS 
cumſtances that relate to them are as 
follow: 

One of them, William Sar 56 Vears 
of Age, had a large and hard Tumour on 
the Lower Lip. attended with a painful Sore 
yielding an ichorous Diſcharge. He begun 
with one Grain of the Deadly Nightſhade, 
which was increaſed — to ſix 
Grains. The Medicine operated ſometimes 
moderately by Urine, very little by Sweat, 
and ſometimes it had no apparent Effect at 
all. It occaſioned a Head-ach and Drowſi- 
neſs, and two or three times it affected him 
with a Dimneſs, ſo as to make it difficult for 
him to read. This Symptom ſoon went off 
after the Operation of the Medicine was over. 
The Sore was judged to look rather better, 
tho' I think the Amendment was very in- 
conſiderable. After taking the Medicine 
about a Month, he was ſeized with a Fit of 
the Gout, a Diſorder he was ſubject to. 
During this Illneſs the Diſeaſe in his Lip 

grew much worſe ; and he being weak, and 

wanting a better Air, was for a time diſ- 
charged from the Hoſpital. He is lately 
—3— much better in regard to his 
Strength, but worſe in reſpect to his 
Lip. Being at this Admiſſion into the Hoſ- 
pital under my Care, I gave him two Doſes 
of the Garden Nightſhade, but finding that 
the Pain was not at all relieved by it and 
having no Hopes of alleviating the Com- 
Pon when the N "4 as I A in the 


( 58 ] 
preſent Caſe, did not conſiderably promote 
ſome of the natural Diſcharges, Iimmediately 
deſiſted from giving the Nightſhade any 
more, ſor fear of aggravating thoſe Symp- 
toms which were already very bad. 

The other Patient, Jahn Muſgrave, was 
about fixty years of Age. He had a 
cancerous Ulcer likewiſe on his Lower 
Lip, but it was much larger and more ma- 
lignant than the other, affecting the greateſt 
Part of his Lip, near a third of which it 
had deſtroyed, ſpreading likewiſe into his 
Mouth, and under his Chin, and yielding 
a fœtid Diſcharge. This Diſorder begun 
about a Year before he came to the Hoſpi- 
tal, and lately increaſed very faſt with great 
Hardneſs: and conſiderable Pains. 
le took an Infuſion of Deadly Night- 
ſhade, beginning with one Grain, and in- 
_ creaſing it to ſeven. The Medicine had not 
much Effect upon the natural Evacuations. 
'Sometimes indeed it increaſed the Quantity 
of his Urine, but ſeldom very conſiderably. 
It occaſioned a Giddineſs, and affected him 
ſeveral times with violent Head-achs, and 
pain in his Loins. In general, it heated and 
diſordered him; and, as of. courſe the 
Complaint in his Lip muſt under ſuch Gir- 
cumſtances be nn che Medicine 
was left off. 

DF — am fron others which 
I have heard of, where a remarkable good 
Effect in the Beginning led into a too flatter- 
ing Hope of an happy Event, it is I think 
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evident; there is no ſpecific Property in the 
Nightſhade for the Cure of Cancers. That, 
tho a temporary Amendment may ſome-- 
times appear, the Medicine has not ſuffici- 
ent Power to make this Amendment laſt- 
ing. To which muſt be added, that if it is 
not given with Attention and Caution, it 
may aggravate the Symptoms which it was 
deſigned to relieve. 

In order to make the Uſe of the Me- | 
dicine as advantageous as poſſible in Caſes 
where there is a Probability of Suc- 
ceſs, and to prevent any Injury ariſing 
from the Experiment, I ſhall beg leave to 
offer ſuch farther Remarks and Directions. 
as my own Experience and the Practice of 
others have ſuggeſted to me. Previous to 
theſe Directions I muſt obſerve, that as the 
Species of this Plant called Deadly Night- 
ſhade has been found to be attended with 
troubleſome Symptoms, I ſhould enforce 
what I have before recommended, the Ule. 
of the Garden Nightſhade. 15 

Bleeding, a Purge, or a Vomit, either one 
or all, ſhould generally 3 the Uſe _ 
this Medicine. 

The Infuſion of one Grain is as much as 
ever ſhould be given for the firſt Doſe. 

The Medicine ſhould be generally gieen 
at Night, as the neceſſary Confinement in 5 
Bed during the Height of the Perſpiratiunn 
and the Drowſineſs which ſometimes 1 1 
ſues N be is Does in the 2 90 He | 
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It ſeldom happens that more than one 
Doſe is proper in 24 Hours ; nor ſhould in 
general the Doſe be repeated oftener than 
every ſecond or third Night. 

If it does not operate by Stool, ſome other 
Medicine ſhould be given either with the 
Nightſhade, or in a reaſonable time after it, 

that may conſtantly keep the Body open ; 
and this D is particularly to be 
attended to. 

No good Effect can be expected from this 
Medicine unleſs it o 2 by Perſpiration, 
Urine, or Stool. after trying enlarged 
Doſes, the Quantity of 5 or 6 Grains does 
not produce a very confilerable Increaſe of 
ſome of theſe Diſcharges, a further Uſe of 
the Medicine is not adviſable, for tho' a 
larger Doſe might poſſibly have that Effect, 
the Operation of the Medicine will not be 
ular enough afterwards to be ſerviceable. 
If the Symptoms ſeem to be aggravated 
after the ſecond or third Doſe, a Continuance 
of the Medicine will be generally improper. 

If Giddineſs, Head-ach, or Sickneſs con- 
tinue very troubleſome after the ſecond or 
third Doſe, a Perſeverance in the Uſe of the 
Neightſhade will ſeldom be adviſeable ; tho 
in ſome Inſtances where this has happened 
the Medicine has operated afterwards without 
any confiderable Inconvenience. 

If the Patient is hot or thirſty in che 
Night after taking the Infuſion, be ſhould 
drink ſome warm diluting Liquor, in order 
to encourage a free Diſcharge by a 
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| tion and Urine, and to relieve the Stomach | 


where there is a Diſpoſition to vomit. 


J muſt now beg leave to obviate ſome © 


_ Objections which have been made to the 


Uſe of this Medicine, and to mention two 


or three other Circumſtancs that relate 
to it. 


ed fix Weeks after the Firſt, I took the Op- 


portunity of making ſome Additions Which 


I then imagined neceſſary. Amongſt thoſe, 
in the Detail of the Symptoms enſuing up- 


on the Uſe of the Nightihade, I took No- 
tice of the Head-ach, Drowfineſs, and 
the Dimneſs of Sight which affected ſome 
Patients. The laſt of theſe only, at pre- 
ſent, deſerves particular Conſideration. This 
Effect of the Nightſhade did not occur to 
my Obſervation from the firſt Experiments, 
nor till ſome time after the Publication of 
my Account. Probably the Patients who 
2 affected by it, regarded this Symptom 
onl ny as a Conſequence of their Giddineſs : 


Sickneſs, eſpecially as it ceaſes gene- 
rally with the Operation of the Medicine, 
and therefore they did not mention it to 
me; or if they did mention it, it was ſo 
flightly as not to make it an Obje& of my 
Attention. As ſoon as I was apprized of 


this Effect, I took the firſt Opportunity of 


making it known; and as it is a Circum- 


ſtance which may reaſonably be thought of 


conſequence, it undoubtedly deſerves to be 


conſidered. According to my Obſervation, 


In the laſt Edition of my Account, prings 
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this Symptom has occurred much more 
33 from the Uſe of the Dead 
than of the Garden Nightſhade. Some- 
times the Patient feels only a Weight and 
an aching Pain about the Eye-balls; at 
— times there is a Watering of the 
Eyes: Some have found a Dimneſs, 
or; have perceived the Appearance of a 
Cloud before their Eyes, not unlike what 
commonly happens to People that are gid- 
dy, or ready to faint. This Symptom ſeldom 
affects the Patient after ſome Repetitions 
of. the Medicine, or if it continues to do. 
ſo, it is probably in a leſs Degree; except the 
Doſes are repeated ſo quick after each other, 
that the Operation of one Dole is not finiſn- 
ed before another is given, a Circumſtance 
always to be attended to. In this gaſe 
it may affect the Sight ſo as to render the 
Patient unable to read a ſmall Print, or to 
do any fine Work. This Symptom however 
ceaſes after the Medicine is intirely diſuſed; 

and in no one Inſtance that I have ſeen. or 
known, has it occaſioned any laſting 
Weakneſs in the Sight. But admitting 
the Poſſibility of ſuch an Accident, the 
Argument could only hold againſt the Con- 
tinuance of the Medicine where this Symp- 
tom was very troubleſome, in the ſame 

Manner as it might be urged againſt the 
Uſe of Bliſters, which often have the ſame. 
Effect, Specially my when RK are, made Pera. 
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© Another Circumſtance I thought neceſ- 
far ary to mention in the laſt Account was, 
the Preference which I imagined the Gar- 
den Nightſhade ought to haveto that Species 
of this Plant called the Deadly Nightſhade. 
In my firſt Account I obſerved, as a very ſin- 
gular Circumſtance, the Similarity of Effects 
in theſe, I thought myſelf juſtified in the Ob- 
ſervation from the Reſemblance which there 


really is in the Effects produced by them, 


and by ſome Trials which J had made, at- 


| tended by the Apothecary of 'the Hoſpital, | 


with each Sort, not only in different Per- 
ſons, but by alternate Doſes in the ſame 
Perſon. * I had Reaſon: however afterwards 
to think, and am now convinced, that the 
Garden Nightſhade poſſeſſes the Virtues of 
the other, and is milder in its Operation. 
Being earneſtly deſirous that this ſnould be 
known, though i in contradiction to a former 
"Obſervation, I added a Poſtſcript to the 
Edition juft mentioned, declaring this Al- 
teration in my Opinion: At the ſame time 
finding that the Niehtſhade was often givert 
"as an Alterative, and not conſidered” as 
a" Medicine whoſe Uſes muſt ariſe from 
its Effects upon the natural Diſcharges, 1 


took occaſion to mention, that unleſs, 5 


after a few Trials, there was a viſible In- 
*creaſe of ſome of the natural Evacuations, 
the Medicine ſhould be diſcontinued, ws 


little good could be expected from it where 


"this Effect upon the Secretions was not pro- 


9 
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duced ; and that a Perſeverance i in it, under 
ſuch Circumſtances, might I imagined 
ſometimes irritate too Ks and do hurt. 

It has been faid that ic Com- 
plaints have been occaſioned by the Uſe of 
the Nightſhade, and have continued ſome 
Days. It is poſſible that ſuch Accidents 
may happen, as we ſee they ſometimes oc- 
cur in the Uſe of other ſtrong Medicines, 
and as we find by ſeveral of the Symptoms, 
eſpecially where the Deadly Nightſhade is 
given, that this Medicine acts very pow- 
erfully upon the Nerves of ſome People. 
For my own part, tho' I doubt not the In- 
formation of others, I have never ſeen an 
Inſtance of ſuch an Tupac EN 
haps this may have been, in a 
ſure, owing to my having chief! 12 Abe 
Garden inſtead of the Deadly N; ightſhade. 
I have once ſeen the e given in a 
paralytic Caſe, where the Uſe of it ſeem- 
ed to be very ſerviceable. A Patient in 
the Hoſpital (Elizabeth Wright, forty-five 
Vears of Age) about 8 Months ago 
was ſeized * a Palſy which intite- 
ly deprived her of all Senſation and 
Motion on one Side of her Body. She 


had been blooded, bliſtered on the Back, 
Arms and Legs, and had ſeveral internal 
Medicines given her near three Weeks 
without any conſiderable Advantage, when 
ſhe was directed to take the Nightſhade. 
In . Days this Perſon was * 

er 
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her natural Senſation, except at the Ends of 
her Fingers, where the felt a ſlight Numb- 
neſs; and ſhe had a good Motion of her 
Limbs, tho' the could not exert them with 
ſo much Strength as before her Illneſs. 
One Grain of the Garden Nightſhade ſweats 
ed her very plentifully, and increaſed the 
Quantity of her Water, without occaſionin 
any Giddineſs, Head-ach, or the leaſt In- 
convenience. She was taken out of Bed, 
and with ſome Aſſiſtance walked ſeveral 
Yards, but found a Weakneſs in her Limbs, 
which affected her equally on both Sides. 
It was reaſonably ſuppoſed, that the Me- 
dicine had done all it was capable of, by re- 
moving the Obſtructions which had proba- 
bly been the Cauſe of this Loſs of Senſation 
and Motion, and a Perſeverance in the Uſe 
of it might, by the great Increaſe of Per- 
ſpiration, weaken and enervate her more. 
She therefore took Medicines intended to 
ſtrengthen her. She purſued this Method 
ſome Days, and was getting better, when 
ſhe was thrown into a Feyer, attended with 
a vomiting and purging, by eating a large 
Quantity of Fruit. A Fortni ght after, when 
ſne was relieved from the: Accident, ſhe 
felt a Numbneſs in her Elbow and Fingers, 
which ſtill continues. She has been blifts 
in the Arm for this Complaint, but withojl 
any Advantage. She now” walks without 
any Aſſiſtance, Has her natural feeling except 


| a "Numbreſs' at he Elbow and at the Ends 
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of the Fingers, and tho ſhe cannot —— | 
much Force, ſhe has Strength enough to 
dreſs , herſelf. It was remarkable that the 
Medicine. ſweated her only in the diſcaſed 
Side of the Body, and brought a Raſh out 
which covered almoſt every part of that 
Side, but did not ſpread at all to the other 
till ten or twelve Days afterwards ; and 
then it . —. there very lightly and in 
Particular Places only. 

From the remarkable Increaſe of Urine 
and Perſpiration, which frequently attend 
the Uſe of this Medicine, it is probable that 
it may be ſometimes employed with Ad- 
vantage in dropſical Complaints. I am the 
more induced to think ſo from its Succeſs in 
two of the following Caſes, which are all that 
I have known where the 1 has 
been tried in this Diſeaſe. 
William Mood, 31 Years of Age, was <> 
mitted into the Hoſpital about three Months. 
for. a. Dropſy. in his Belly. Two 
Monte before Admiſſion. he had 
e but little Water, and his Belly had 
e diſtending. When he came 


Hoſpital he was very much 
EY Ec there was; a. plain. Fluc- 

of a Fluid in. 2 He. was 
— — likewiſe with a, Cough, a great 

| ifficulty, of 3 was emaciated: in 
| Lambs, Bad. a very unhealthy Look, 
E was. ſubject to. Coſtiveneſs. He. had 


ſeveral Doſes of ſtrong, purging Phy- 
ore he came to the Hoſpital, which 
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en in * meaſure the Diſtenſion 3 5 


of his Belly for a few Days after each 
Doſe, but the Swelling ſoon returned. 


He was directed to take the Infuſon ß 


Garden Nightſhade, which he generally re- 
peated every ſecond or third Night. One 
Grain of the Leaf had no Effect, 8 
Grains ſweated him moderately cougar 
twice, and occaſioned him to diſch 


a Gallon of Water the Days after bs wa - A 


the Nightſhade, and a confiderable Quan- 
tity in the intermediate Days. His Symp- 
toms ſoon abated ; and in ju Vit a Month 
after his Admiſſion, thinking himſelf quite 
well, though there was then a greater Full- 
neſs of his Belly than was natural, and being 
deſirous of purſuing his Buſineſs, which was 
that of a Porter at a diſtant Part of the Ci- 
ty, he was diſcharged from the Hoſſ [= 
his own Requeſt. He came. We 
wards for ſome of the Infuſion; which he 
took at home. I heard nothing of him till 


lately, when he was admitted into the Hof- 


pital for a Fever, of which he afterwards died. 
The Reaſon he gave for not coming to the 
Hoſpital before was, that he found himſelf 
quite free from his former Complaints, * 5 
had made water very freely ever ſince. 
Elizabeth Cartwright, a Woman aboüt | 
forty Years of Age, who had been tapped 
ſeventeen times in five Years, was directed 
to. take the Deadly Nightſhade; She took 
a few Doſes of the Infuſion, which ſweated 


her, and occaſioned ſome Increaſe of W. 


. 
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ter; but the Medicine diſagreeing with her, 
and the Caſe admitting very little Expecta- 
tion of Advantage, ſhe ceaſed taking it. 
Another Woman, who had been tapped 
three times, took the Nightſhade at her 
- own Requeſt: She took five Doſes of the 
Garden Sort, either one or two Grains of the 
Leaf in each Doſe. It made her ſweat very 
much, and occaſioned a great diſcharge of 
Urine. It occaſioned likewiſe ſome degree 
of Giddineſs, and Faintneſs. She left the 
Foſpital after this on account of ſome 
Affairs which required her to go away. 
I have hitherto avoided giving Ac- 
count of any Caſe that was not either in 
ſome meaſure under my Direction, or ſub- 
jet to my Obſervation ; but the follow- 
ing being in the Neighbourhood of the Hoſ- 
pital, and the Nightſhade being ſupplyed 
from thence, I ſhall add it to the others. 
David Jones, a Soldier in the firſt Regi- 
ment of Guards, had been troubled ſome 
time with anaſarcous Swellings attended 
with great difficulty in Breathing. He had 
made but little Water for ſome time paſt, 
and at laſt became ſo bloated and ſwelled, 
that being incapable of doing his Duty he 
was put intothe Regimental Hoſpital in Petty 
France. After other means had proved inef- 
fectual for three Weeks, the Garden Night- 
ſhade was given. He took ſeven Doſes of it. 
The firſt, a Grain of the Leaf infuſed, occa- 
fioned an agreeable Heat all over the Body, 
which was ſucceeded by a profuſe Sweat, a 
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great diſcharge of Urine, and watry Stools. 
His Breath was a little relieved the next Day. 
At Night he repeated the Doſe, ſlept well, 
ſweated conſiderably and diſcharged a great 
quantity of Water. The third Night the 
Effects were not ſo conſiderable, but the 
Swelling in general was much abated. 
The fourth Night he took two Grains, 
and the fifth Night four Grains, 
which operated but ſlightly ; and there- 
fore on the ſixth Night he took fix 
Grains, which produced a very plentiful 
Sweat and a great diſcharge of Urine. As 
the Medicine did not occaſion any trouble- 
ſome Symptoms, he was directed on the 
ſeventh Night to take eight Grains. This 


laſt Doſe operated very plentifully by Sweat 


and Urine. He kept open all the time, 
but the Medicine never purged him except 
When he had the watry Stools after the firſt 
Doſe. He was ſo little weakened by theſe 
Evacuations, that he generally came down 
Stairs with the other Men to be examined. 

He was diſcharged from the Hoſpital ten 
Days afterwards quite cured, and has ſince 
been remarkably : 320% and well. 

Thus I have endeavoured to give a faith- 
ful Account of the moſt eſſential Circum- 
ſtances relating to the Uſe of the Night- | 
ſhade, | 

In regard to the little Succeſs which this 
Medicine is faid to have had in general; it 
may be obſerved, that where any Medicine 
is given in Caſes that common Methods fail 
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to relieve, and is adminiſtered in Diſeaſes 
of a different Nature, in order to aſcertain 
its Uſes; where the Powers and Operations 
of the Medicine are but imperfectly known, 
and the Efficacy of it is erroneouſly attri- 
buted to a ſpecific Quality, fewer Inſtances 
of Succeſs can be expected, and more In- 
conveniencies will probably occur than might 
otherwiſe have happened. 
It may be obſerved likewiſe, that though 
a Medicine, which is not in common Uſe, 
may be employed with great Propriety by 
many, yet the beſt Directions for the Ma- 
nagement of it will not always be purſued: 
They will ſometimes be miſapplied by the 
Negligent, and diſregarded by the Bold, 
I muſt acknowledge however, that my 
own Expectations have not been fully an- 
ſwered. I have already obſerved, that the 
Event of ſome Caſes has diſappointed my 
firſt Hopes, either by the Cure's proving in- 
compleat or only temporary: I have found 
like wiſe from further Experience, that the 
ration of the Medicine is irregular, and 
that the Uſe of it in ſome Inſtances, if per- 
ſevered in, is attended with troubleſome 
Symptoms: I ſhould imagine. therefore 
that- though the Nightſhade may with 
Care, be tried with great Safety; yet from 
the preceding Conſiderations, it ſeems. to be 
a Medicine not ſo much calculated for ge- 
neral Uſe, as for particular Caſes, where the 
common Remedies have failed, and where 
this proves upon Trial to be free from the 
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principal Inconveniencies which ſometimes 
attend the Uſe of it. eee e 

When I firſt offered my Thoughts to 
the Public on the Nightſhade, it appeared 
to me to have an uncommon Influence upon 
the natural diſcharges of the Body: I ima- 
gined ſome uſeful Purpoſes might be an- 
ſwered by a Medicine acting in ſuch a Man- 
ner; and I had ſeen Inſtances of its Ef- 
ficacy, which encouraged me to hope for 
future Succeſs. I propoſed theſe Particu- 
lars to the impartial Confideration and the 
Experience of others, without preſuming to 
aſcertain its uſes, or mine, what 
at that time was thought doubtful, whether 
there was any ſpecific Property in this Plant 
for the Cure or Alleviation of cancerous 
Complaints. At the ſame time I propoſed 
ſuch Directions as might I imagined con- 
tribute to the ſafe and advantageous Uſe of 
this Medicine, adding a caution, which has 
ſince proved not unneceſſary, that the In- 
fuſion of the Nightſhade ought not to be 
given indiſcriminately in every Diſeaſe, but 
required Judgment, and Attention in the 
Management of it. If there was any re- 
markable Merit in the Medicine, this I con- 
ceived was the moſt ready Means to diſco- 
ver its good Effects, and make the Utility 
of it ſooner and more generally known: 
If from Experience a contrary Event 
ſhould happen, I made no doubt but its 
ill Effects would be as readily commu- 
nicated. Upon the whole, I flattered my- 
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7 ſelf that ſome ſalutary Purpoſes might be 
, anſwered by it; and from the Account which 
3 1 have given, I do not imagine the Expec- 
3 tation was unreaſonable, or that it has been 
intirely diſappointed. The Directions which 
1 I have taken the Liberty to mention for the 

future Uſe of the Nightſhade, will not, 
Hope, be thought improper for the Confidess . 
111 baden of thoſe who are not much acquainted 
5 with its Operations; and I particularly wiſh 
_— that the Garden Nightſhade might be al- 
ways preferred to the Deadly. If by a 
careful and judicious Application of this Me- F 
| dicine any particular Diſeaſe may be re- | 
moved .which does not yield to common 
Means, or if any painful Complaint may 
occaſionally be alleviated where other me- 
i thods have proved ineffectual, the Enquiry 
* into the Properties of the Nightſhade will 
not have been intirely uſeleſs. At preſent I 
2 take this Opportunity to declare, that as I 1 
q have ſeldom given the Nightſhade in Diſor- \ 
| ders where other Means were likely to an- 4 

ſwer, ſo I have forborn to perſevere in the | 

Uſe of it where any Symptoms, which it oc- +4 

caſioned, continued tobe troubleſome. By this 9 

means I have ſometimes been enabled to 
afford conſiderable Relief, and have not in 

any Inſtance, as far as my own Practice 

has extended, produced a laſting' jt Con- 

ſequence. | | . 


a © o 
PX 4 - _— 
* 33. - 2 2 


